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A stereoscopic shooting device includes: a first shooting sec-
tion that obtains a first image; a second shooting section that
outputs a second image; an angle of view matching section
that cuts image portions to have the same angle of view from
the first and second images; a parallax information generating
section that generates parallax information indicating paral-
lax between the two image portions; a reliability information
generating section that generates reliability information indi-
cating the degree of reliability of the parallax information
based on at least one of the first and second images and the
parallax information; and an image generating section that
generates, based on the parallax information and the first
image, a third image that forms, with the first image, stereo-
scopic images. The parallax information generating section
corrects the parallax information based on the reliability
information.
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1
STEREOSCOPIC SHOOTING DEVICE

This is a continuation of International Application No.
PCT/IP2012/008155, with an international filing date of Dec.
20, 2012, which claims priority of Japanese Patent Applica-
tion No. 2011-285213, filed on Dec. 27, 2011, the contents of
which are hereby incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to a stereoscopic image
shooting device which includes a first shooting section with
an optical zoom function and a second shooting section that
can obtain an image having a wider shooting angle of view
than an image obtained by the first shooting section.

2. Description of the Related Art

To view and listen to 3D video, content (i.e., data such as a
video stream) corresponding to the 3D video needs to be
gotten in one way or another. One way of getting such content
is to generate 3D video with a camera that can shoot 3D video.

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 2005-20606
discloses a digital camera with two image capturing sections,
which are called a “main image capturing section” and a
“sub-image capturing section”, respectively. According to the
technique disclosed in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publica-
tion No. 2005-20606, a parallax is detected between the two
video frames captured by the main and sub-image capturing
sections, respectively, the video captured by the main image
capturing section is used as a main image, and a sub-image is
generated based on the main image and the parallax, thereby
generating 3D video.

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 2005-210217
discloses a technique for shooting 3D video even if the two
image capturing systems of a stereo camera use mutually
different zoom powers for shooting.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides a technique for generating
quite safe 3D video based on multiple images that have been
shot by multiple image capturing systems without allowing
the viewer to sense a lot of unnaturalness between left- and
right-eye images.

A stereoscopic shooting device as an embodiment of the
present disclosure includes: a first shooting section having an
optical zoom function and being configured to obtain a first
image by shooting a subject; a second shooting section con-
figured to obtain a second image by shooting the subject; and
an image signal processor configured to process the first and
second images. The image signal processor includes: an angle
of view matching section configured to cut respective image
portions that would have the same angle of view out of the first
and second images; a parallax information generating section
configured to generate parallax information indicating paral-
lax between the two image portions that have been found by
the angle of view matching section to have the same angle of
view; a reliability information generating section configured
to generate reliability information indicating the degree of
reliability of the parallax information based on at least one of
the first and second images and the parallax information; and
an image generating section configured to generate, based on
the parallax information and the first image, a third image that
forms, along with the first image, a pair of stereoscopic
images. The parallax information generating section corrects
the parallax information by reference to the reliability infor-
mation.
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A player as another embodiment of the present disclosure
generates stereoscopic images based on the first image, the
parallax information and the reliability information that have
been generated by the stereoscopic shooting device, and
includes an image processing section configured to generate
an image that forms, along with the first image, a pair of
stereoscopic images by reference to the parallax information
that has been corrected based on the reliability information.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure, not
only parallax information but also reliability information,
indicating the degree of reliability of the parallax informa-
tion, are generated, and therefore, quite safe stereoscopic
images can be generated by adjusting the parallax by refer-
ence to the reliability information.

These general and specific aspects may be implemented
using a system, a method, and a computer program, and any
combination of systems, methods, and computer programs.

Additional benefits and advantages of the disclosed
embodiments will be apparent from the specification and
Figures. The benefits and/or advantages may be individually
provided by the various embodiments and features of the
specification and drawings disclosure, and need not all be
provided in order to obtain one or more of the same.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A illustrates the appearance of a conventional cam-
corder, and F1G. 1B illustrates the appearance of a camcorder
according to a first embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a hardware configu-
ration for the camcorder of the first embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a functional configu-
ration for the camcorder of the first embodiment.

FIG. 4 illustrates the contents of the processing performed
by an angle of view matching section.

FIG. 5 shows how the data processed by an image signal
processing section varies.

FIG. 6 shows a difference between the video frames cap-
tured by main and sub-shooting sections in the first embodi-
ment.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing the procedure of the process-
ing of calculating the parallax between the left- and right-eye
video frames.

FIG. 8 shows an exemplary set of data representing the
magnitude of parallax calculated.

FIG. 9 shows that a pair of video frames that will form 3D
video has been generated based on a video frame captured by
the main shooting section.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart showing the procedure of the pro-
cessing carried out by the image signal processing section.

FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary situation where the angle
of view matching section has performed degree of horizontal
parallelism adjustment processing.

FIG. 12 illustrates an exemplary situation where the paral-
lax information generating section has performed the degree
of horizontal parallelism adjustment processing.

FIG. 13 is a graph showing a relation between the subject
distance and the degree of stereoscopic property.

FIG. 14 is a graph showing a relation between the subject
distance and the number of effective pixels of the subject that
has been shot by the main and sub-shooting sections.

FIG. 15A shows how 3D video may or may not need to be
generated according to the tilt in the horizontal direction.

FIG. 15B is a flowchart showing the procedure of process-
ing of deciding whether or not 3D video needs to be gener-
ated.
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FIG. 16 shows how video shot or 3D video generated may
be recorded.

FIG. 17 illustrates an exemplary situation where the cam-
corder has shot 3D video with its stereoscopic property
adjusted during shooting.

FIG. 18 illustrates the appearance of a camcorder as a
second embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 19 is a block diagram illustrating a hardware configu-
ration for the camcorder of the second embodiment.

FIG. 20 is a block diagram illustrating a functional con-
figuration for the camcorder of the second embodiment.

FIG. 21 illustrates how to match the respective angles of
view of the video frames that have been captured by a center
shooting section and first and second sub-shooting sections.

FIG. 22 shows how the data processed by an image signal
processing section varies.

FIG. 23 illustrates how to generate left and right video
streams that will form 3D video based on the video that has
been shot by the center shooting section.

FIG. 24 illustrates exemplary methods for recording 3D
video generated according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 25A illustrates the appearance of a camcorder as a
modified example of the first and second embodiments, and
FIG. 25B illustrates the appearance of another camcorder as
another modified example of the first and second embodi-
ments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, embodiments will be described in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings as needed. It should
be noted that the description thereof will be sometimes omit-
ted unless it is absolutely necessary to go into details. For
example, description of a matter that is already well known in
the related art will be sometimes omitted, so will be a redun-
dant description of substantially the same configuration. This
is done solely for the purpose of avoiding redundancies and
making the following description of embodiments as easily
understandable for those skilled in the art as possible.

It should be noted that the present inventors provide the
accompanying drawings and the following descriptionto help
those skilled in the art understand the present disclosure fully.
And it is not intended that the subject matter defined by the
appended claims is limited by those drawings or the descrip-
tion.

Embodiment 1

First of all, a first embodiment of the present invention will
be described with reference to the accompanying drawings.
In this description, the “image” is supposed herein to be a
concept that covers both a moving picture (video) and a still
picture alike. Also, in the following description, a signal or
information representing an image or video will be some-
times simply referred to herein as an “image” or “video”.

1-1. Configuration

FIG. 1is a perspective view illustrating the appearances of
a conventional video shooting device (which will be referred
to herein as a “camcorder”) and a camcorder as an embodi-
ment of the present disclosure. Specifically, FIG. 1(a) illus-
trates a conventional camcorder 100 for shooting a moving
picture or still pictures. On the other hand, FIG. 1(5) illus-
trates a camcorder 101 according to this embodiment. These
two camcorders 100 and 101 have different appearances
because the camcorder 101 has not only a first lens unit 102
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but also a second lens unit 103 as well. In shooting video, the
conventional camcorder 100 condenses the incoming light
through only the first lens unit 102. Meanwhile, the cam-
corder 101 of this embodiment condenses the incoming light
through the two different optical systems including the first
and second lens units 102 and 103, respectively, thereby
shooting two video clips with parallax (i.e., 3D video), which
is a major difference from the conventional camcorder 100.
The second lens unit 103 has a smaller volumetric size than
the first lens unit 102. In this description, the “volumetric
size” refers herein to a size represented by the volume that is
determined by the aperture and thickness of each lens unit.
With such a configuration adopted, the camcorder 101 shoots
3D video by using the two different optical systems.

The distance between the first and second lens units 102
and 103 affects the magnitude of parallax of the 3D video to
shoot. That is why if the distance between the first and second
lensunits 102 and 103 is set to be approximately as long as the
interval between the right and eyes of a person, then the
resultant 3D video would look more natural to his or her eye
than the 3D video shot with the camcorder 101.

Furthermore, when the camcorder 101 is put on the ground,
for example, the first and second lens units 102 and 103 are
substantially level with each other. The reason is that as a
person normally looks at an object with his or her right and
left eyes substantially level with each other, he or she is used
to a horizontal parallax but not familiar with a vertical paral-
lax. That is why in many cases, 3D video is shot so as to
produce parallax horizontally, not vertically. The more sig-
nificantly the positions of the first and second lens units 102
and 103 shift from each other vertically, the more unnatural
the 3D video generated by this camcorder 101 could look to
the viewer.

Also, in this embodiment, the respective optical centers of
the first and second lens units 102 and 103 are located on a
single plane that is parallel to the image capturing plane of the
image sensor of the camcorder 101. That is to say, the optical
center of the first lens unit 102 is not too close to the subject
(i.e., does not project forward), and the optical center of the
second lens unit 103 is not too distant from the subject (i.e.,
does not retract backward), or vice versa. Unless the first and
second lens units 102 and 103 are located on a single plane
that is parallel to the image capturing plane, the distance from
the first lens unit 102 to the subject becomes different from
the distance from the second lens unit 103 to the subject. In
that case, it is generally difficult to obtain accurate parallax
information. For that reason, in this embodiment, the first and
second lens units 102 and 103 are located at substantially the
same distance from the subject. Strictly speaking, in this
respect, the relative positions of those lens units to the image
sensors that are arranged behind them also need to be taken
into consideration.

The closer to the ideal ones the relative positions of these
first and second lens units 102 and 103 are, the less the
computational complexity of the signal processing to get
done to generate 3D video based on the video that has been
shot with these lens units. More specifically, if the first and
second lens units 102 and 103 are located on the same plane
that is parallel to the image capturing plane, then the positions
of'the same subject on the right and left image frames (which
will be sometimes referred to herein as “video screens”) that
form the 3D video satisfy the Epipolar constraint condition.
That is why if the position of the subject on one video screen
has been determined in the signal processing for generating
3D video to be described later, the position of the same
subject on the other video screen can be calculated relatively
easily.
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In the camcorder 101 shown in FIG. 1(b), the first lens unit
102 is arranged at the frontend of the camcorder’s (101) body
just like the conventional one, while the second lens unit 103
is arranged on the back of a monitor section 104 which is used
to monitor the video shot. The monitor section 104 displays
the video that has been shot on the opposite side from the
subject (i.e., on the back side of the camcorder 101). In the
example illustrated in FIG. 1(b), the camcorder 101 processes
the video that has been shot through the first lens unit 102 as
right-eye viewpoint video and the video that has been shot
through the second lens unit 103 as left-eye viewpoint video,
respectively. Furthermore, considering the ideal positional
relation between the first and second lens units 102 and 103,
the second lens unit 103 may be arranged so that the distance
from the second lens unit 103 to the first lens unit 102 on the
back of the monitor section 104 becomes approximately as
long as the interval between a person’s right and left eyes
(e.g.,4to 6 cm)and that the first and second lens units 102 and
103 are located on the same plane that is substantially parallel
to the image capturing plane.

FIG. 2 illustrates generally an internal hardware configu-
ration for the camcorder 101 shown in FIG. 1(4). The hard-
ware configuration of the camcorder 101 includes a main
shooting unit 250, a sub-shooting unit 251, a CPU 208, a
RAM 209, a ROM 210, an acceleration sensor 211, a display
212, anencoder 213, astorage device 214, and an input device
215. The main shooting unit 250 includes a first group of
lenses 200, a CCD 201, an A/D converting IC 202, and an
actuator 203. The sub-shooting unit 251 includes a second
group of lenses 204, a CCD 205, an A/D converting IC 206,
and an actuator 207. The first group of lenses 200 is an optical
system comprised of multiple lenses that are included in the
first lens unit 102 shown in FIG. 1(4). The second group of
lenses 204 is an optical system comprised of multiple lenses
that are included in the second lens unit 103 shown in FIG.
1(b).

The first group of lenses 200 optically adjusts, through
multiple lenses, the incoming light that has come from the
subject. Specifically, the first group of lenses 200 has a zoom
function for zooming in on, or zooming out of; the subject to
be shot and a focus function for adjusting the definition of the
subject’s contour on the image capturing plane.

The COD 201 is an image sensor which converts the light
that has been incident on the first group of lenses 200 from the
subject into an electrical signal. Although a COD (charge-
coupled device) is supposed to be used in this embodiment,
this is just an example of the present disclosure. Alternatively,
any other sensor such as a CMOS (complementary metal
oxide semiconductor) image sensor may also be used as long
as the incoming light can be converted into an electrical
signal.

The A/D converting IC 202 is an integrated circuit which
converts the analog electrical signal that has been generated
by the CCD 201 into a digital electrical signal.

The actuator 203 has a motor and adjusts the distance
between the multiple lenses included in the first group of
lenses 200 and the position of a zoom lens under the control
of the CPU 208 to be described later.

The second group oflenses 204, CCD 205, A/D converting
1C 206, and actuator 207 of the sub-shooting unit 251 respec-
tively correspond to the first group of lenses 200, CCD 201,
A/D converting IC 202, and actuator 203 of the main shooting
unit 250. Thus, only different parts from the main shooting
unit 250 will be described with description of their common
parts omitted.

The second group of lenses 204 is made up of multiple
lenses, of which the volumetric sizes are smaller than those of
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the lenses that form the first group of lenses 200. Specifically,
the aperture of the objective lens in the second group of lenses
is smaller than that of the objective lens in the first group of
lenses. This is because if the sub-shooting unit 251 has a
smaller size than the main shooting unit 250, the overall size
of the camcorder 101 can also be reduced. In this embodi-
ment, in order to reduce the size of the second group of lenses
204, the second group of lenses 204 does not have a zoom
function. That is to say, the second group of lenses 204 forms
a fixed focal length lens.

The CCD 205 has a resolution that is either as high as, or
higher than, that of the CCD 201 (i.e., has a greater number of
pixels both horizontally and vertically than the CCD 201).
The CCD 205 of the sub-shooting unit 251 has a resolution
that is either as high as, or higher than, that of the CCD 201 of
the main shooting unit 250 in order to avoid debasing the
image quality when the video that has been shot with the
sub-shooting unit 251 is subjected to electronic zooming (i.e.,
have its angle of view aligned) through the signal processing
to be described later.

The actuator 207 has a motor and adjusts the distance
between the multiple lenses included in the second group of
lenses 204 under the control of the CPU 208 to be described
later. Since the second group of lenses 204 has no zoom
function, the actuator 207 makes the lens adjustment in order
to perform a focus control.

The CPU (central processing unit) 208 controls the entire
camcorder 101, and performs the processing of generating 3D
video based on the video that has been shot with the main and
sub-shooting units 250 and 251. Optionally, similar process-
ing may also be carried out by using an FPGA (field program-
mable gate array) instead of the CPU 208.

The RAM (random access memory) 209 temporarily stores
various variables and other data when a program that makes
the CPU 208 operate is executed in accordance with the
instruction given by the CPU 208.

The ROM (read-only memory) 210 stores program data,
control parameters and other kinds of data to make the CPU
208 operate.

The acceleration sensor 211 detects the shooting state
(such as the posture or orientation) of the camcorder 101.
Although the acceleration sensor 211 is supposed to be used
in this embodiment, this is only an example of the present
disclosure. A tri-axis gyroscope may also be used as an alter-
native sensor. That is to say, any other sensor may also be used
as long as it can detect the shooting state of the camcorder
101.

The display 212 displays the 3D video that has been shot by
the camcorder 101 and processed by the CPU 208 and other
components. Optionally, the display 212 may have a touch-
screen panel as an input device.

The encoder 213 encodes various kinds of data including
information about the 3D video that has been generated by the
CPU 208 and necessary information to display the 3D video
in a predetermined format.

The storage device 214 stores and retains the data that has
been encoded by the encoder 213. The storage device 214
may be implemented as a magnetic recording disc, an optical
storage disc, a semiconductor memory or any other kind of
storage medium as long as data can be written on it.

The input device 215 accepts an instruction that has been
externally entered into the camcorder 101 by the user, for
example.

Hereinafter, the functional configuration of the camcorder
101 will be described. In the following description, the
respective constituting elements of the camcorder 101 will be
represented by their corresponding functional blocks.
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FIG. 3 illustrates a functional configuration for the cam-
corder 101. The hardware configuration shown in FIG. 2 may
be represented as a set of functional blocks shown in FIG. 3.
The camcorder 101 includes a main shooting section 350, a
sub-shooting section 351, an image signal processing section
308, a horizontal direction detecting section 318, a display
section 314, a video compressing section 315, a storage sec-
tion 316, and an input section 317. The main shooting section
350 includes a first optical section 300, an image capturing
section 301, an A/D converting section 302 and an optical
control section 303. The sub-shooting section 351 includes a
second optical section 304, an image capturing section 305,
an A/D converting section 306 and an optical control section
307. In this embodiment, the main shooting section 350 cor-
responds to the “first shooting section™ and the sub-shooting
section 351 corresponds to the “second shooting section”.

The main shooting section 350 corresponds to the main
shooting unit 250 shown in FIG. 2. The first optical section
300 corresponds to the first group of lenses 200 shown in FIG.
2 and adjusts the incoming light that has come from the
subject. The first optical section 300 includes optical dia-
phragm means for controlling the quantity of light entering
the image capturing section 301 from the first optical section
300.

The image capturing section 301 corresponds to the CCD
201 shown in FIG. 2 and converts the incoming light that has
been incident on the first optical section 300 into an electrical
signal.

The A/D converting section 302 corresponds to the A/D
converting IC 202 shown in FIG. 2 and converts the analog
electrical signal supplied from the image capturing section
301 into a digital signal.

The optical control section 303 corresponds to the actuator
203 shown in FIG. 2 and controls the first optical section 300
under the control of the image signal processing section 308
to be described later.

The sub-shooting section 351 corresponds to the sub-
shooting unit 251 shown in FIG. 2. The second optical section
304, image capturing section 305, A/D converting section 306
and optical control section 307 of the sub-shooting section
351 correspond to the first optical section 300, image captur-
ing section 301, A/D converting section 302 and optical con-
trol section 303, respectively. As their functions are the same
as their counterparts’ in the main shooting section 350,
description thereof will be omitted herein. The second optical
section 304, image capturing section 305, A/D converting
section 306 and optical control section 307 respectively cor-
respond to the second group of lenses 204, CCD 205, A/D
converting IC 206 and actuator 207 shown in FIG. 2.

The image signal processing section 308 corresponds to
the CPU 208 shown in FIG. 2, receives video signals from the
main and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351 as inputs, and
generates and outputs a 3D video signal. A specific method by
which the image signal processing section 308 generates the
3D video signal will be described later.

The horizontal direction detecting section 318 corresponds
to the acceleration sensor 211 shown in FIG. 2 and detects the
horizontal direction while video is being shot.

The display section 314 corresponds to the video display
function of the display 212 shown in FIG. 2 and displays the
3D video signal that has been generated by the image signal
processing section 308. Specifically, the display section 314
displays the right-eye video frame and left-eye video frame,
which are included in the 3D video supplied, alternately on
the time axis. The viewer wears a pair of video viewing
glasses (such as a pair of active shutter glasses) that alter-
nately cuts off the light beams entering his or her left and right
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eyes synchronously with the display operation being con-
ducted by the display section 314, thereby viewing the left-
eye video frame with only his or her left eye and the right-eye
video frame with only his or her right eye.

The video compressing section 315 corresponds to the
encoder 213 shown in FIG. 2 and encodes the 3D video
signal, which has been generated by the image signal pro-
cessing section 308, in a predetermined format.

The storage section 316 corresponds to the storage device
214 shown in FIG. 2 and stores and retains the 3D video signal
that has been encoded by the video compressing section 315.
Optionally, the storage section 316 may also store a 3D video
signal in any other format, instead of the 3D video signal
described above.

The input section 317 corresponds to either the input
device 215 shown in FIG. 2 or the touchscreen panel function
of the display 212, and accepts an instruction that has been
entered from outside of this camcorder.

1-2. Operation

<1-2-1. 3D Video Signal Generation Processing>

Next, it will be described how the image signal processing
section 308 performs the 3D video signal generation process-
ing. In the following description, the processing to get done
by the image signal processing section 308 is supposed to be
carried out by the CPU 208 using a software program. How-
ever, this is only an embodiment of the present disclosure.
Alternatively, the same processing may also be carried out
using a piece of hardware such as an FPGA or any other
integrated circuit.

As shown in FIG. 3, the image signal processing section
308 includes an angle of view matching section 309, a number
of pixels matching section 310, a parallax information gen-
erating section 311, an image generating section 312, a shoot-
ing control section (controller) 313, and a reliability informa-
tion generating section 319.

The angle of view matching section 309 matches the angles
of' view of the video signals that have been supplied from the
main and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351. The “angle of
view” means the shooting ranges (which are usually repre-
sented by angles) of the video that has been shot by the main
and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351. That is to say, the
angle of view matching section 309 cuts respective image
portions that would have the same angle of view out of the
image signals supplied from the main and sub-shooting sec-
tions 350 and 351.

FIG. 4 illustrates, side by side, two images that have been
generated based on the video signals at a certain point in time,
which have been supplied from the main and sub-shooting
sections 350 and 351. The video frame supplied from the
main shooting section 350 (i.e., the right-eye video frame R)
and the video frame supplied from the sub-shooting section
351 (i.e., the left-eye video frame L) have mutually different
video zoom powers. This is because the first optical section
300 (corresponding to the first group of lenses 200) has an
optical zoom function but the second optical section 304
(corresponding to the second group of lenses 204) has no
optical zoom function. Even if the same subject has been shot
by the main and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351, the
“angles of view” (i.e., the video shooting ranges) of the video
actually shot vary according to a difference in zoom power
between the first and second optical sections 300 and 304 and
their relative positions. Thus, the angle of view matching
section 309 performs the processing of matching the video
that has been shot from those different angles of view. Since
the second optical section 304 of the sub-shooting section 351
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has no optical zoom function according to this embodiment,
the size of the second optical section 304 (corresponding to
the second group of lenses 204) can be reduced.

The angle of view matching section 309 detects what por-
tion of the left-eye video frame that has been captured by the
sub-shooting section 351 corresponds to the right-eye video
frame that has been captured by the main shooting section 350
and crops that portion. The image signal processing section
308 can not only process the video that has been shot but also
learn the state of the first optical section 300 via the optical
control section 303. For example, ifa zoom control is going to
be performed, the image signal processing section 308
obtains the zoom function of the first optical section 300
controlled by the shooting control section 313 via the optical
control section 303. For that purpose, the image signal pro-
cessing section 308 can obtain, as additional information, the
zoom power of the video that has been shot by the main
shooting section 350. Meanwhile, since the second optical
section 304 has no zoom function, its zoom power is known in
advance. Thus, by reference to these pieces of information,
the angle of view matching section 309 can calculate a dif-
ference in zoom power between the main and sub-shooting
sections 350 and 351 and can locate such a portion of the
left-eye video frame L corresponding to the right-eye video
frame R based on that difference in zoom power. In perform-
ing this processing, if a range that is approximately 10%
larger than the corresponding portion is cropped first and then
known pattern matching is carried out within that cropped
range, the angles of view can be matched to each other by
simple processing. As a method for locating such a portion of
the left-eye video frame L corresponding to the right-eye
video frame R, any known method may be adopted.

FIG. 4 shows that the portion of the left-eye video frame L.
inside of the dotted square corresponds to the right-eye video
frame R. Since the left-eye video frame L has been captured
by the second optical section 304 that includes a fixed focal
length lens with no zoom function, the left-eye video frame L.
covers a wider range (i.e., has a wider angle) than the right-
eye video frame R that has been shot with the zoom lens
zoomed in on the subject. The angle of view matching section
309 generates left- and right-eye video frames that have had
their angles of view matched to each other based on the
right-eye video frame R and the portion of the left-eye video
frame L inside of the dotted square. Even though the right-eye
video frame R is used as it is in this embodiment without
cutting any portion out of it, this is only an example of the
present disclosure. Rather, as long as left- and right-eye video
frames with substantially the same angle of view can be
eventually obtained, their angles of view may be matched to
each other in any other way. For example, a portion of the
right-eye video frame R may also be cut out and used as well.

The number of pixels matching section 310 performs the
processing of matching the respective numbers of pixels of
the left- and right-eye video frames, of which the angles of
view have been matched to each other by the angle of view
matching section 309. The respective image capturing sec-
tions 301 and 305 used by the main and sub-shooting sections
350 and 351 have mutually different numbers of pixels. Also,
if the main shooting section 350 has shot video with the zoom
power changed, that portion that has been cropped from the
left-eye video frame L, of which the angle of view has been
matched by the angle of view matching section 309, has its
number of pixels increased or decreased according to the
zoom power. That is why the left- and right-eye video frames,
of which the angles of view have been matched by the angle
of view matching section 309, still have mutually different
numbers of pixels at this point in time, and therefore, not easy
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to compare to each other. Thus, the number of pixels match-
ing section 310 performs the processing of matching the
number of pixels of the video that has been cropped by the
angle of view matching section 309. If the luminance signal
levels or color signal levels of the left- and right-eye video
frames, of which the angles of view have been matched to
each other, are significantly different from each other, then
the number of pixels matching section 310 may also perform
the processing of matching the luminance or color signal
levels of the left- and right-eye video frames, too, at the same
time.

Also, if the image capturing sections 301 and 305 (corre-
sponding to the CCDs 201 and 205) have too many pixels,
then the number of pixels matching section 310 may perform
the processing of decreasing the number of pixels. For
example, if the video that has been shot by the main shooting
section 350 had a data size of 1920x1080 pixels, which is
large enough to be compatible with the high definition TV
standard as shown in FIG. 4, then the quantity of the data to
handle would be significant. In that case, the overall process-
ing performance required for the camcorder 101 would be so
high that it would be more difficult to process the data (e.g., it
would take a longer time to process the video that has been
shot). That is why the number of pixels matching section 310
not only matches the numbers of pixels but also performs the
processing of decreasing the numbers of pixels of those video
frames if necessary.

For example, the number of pixels matching section 310
may decrease the 1920x1080 pixel size of the right-eye video
frame R that has been shot by the main shooting section 350
to a size of 288x162 pixels by multiplying both of the vertical
and horizontal sizes by 3/20. It should be noted that the
number of pixels matching section 310 does not always have
to use this method but may also decrease or increase the size
of video by any of various known methods.

Suppose the image capturing section 305 of the sub-shoot-
ing section 351 has a larger number of pixels than the image
capturing section 301 of the main shooting section 350. For
example, suppose the image capturing section 305 has a reso-
Iution 0f 3840%x2160 as shown in FIG. 4 and the portion of the
left-eye video frame L that has been cropped by the angle of
view matching section 309 has a size of 1280x720. In that
case, the number of pixels matching section 310 multiplies
the cropped portion of the video frame with the size of 1280x
720 by 9/40 both vertically and horizontally alike. As a result,
the left-eye video frame L also comes to have a size of 288x%
162.

FIG. 5 shows how the result of the video data processing
performed by the angle of view matching section 309 and the
number of pixels matching section 310 varies. In FIG. 5, also
shown are the results of processing performed by the parallax
information generating section 311 and the image generating
section 312 to be described later. As described above, having
matched the angles of view of the right-eye video frame (R)
and left-eye video frame (L) to each other, the angle of view
matching section 309 crops a portion of the left-eye video
frameL (i.e., video with a size of 1280x720) corresponding to
the right-eye video frame R. Meanwhile, the number of pixels
matching section 310 not only matches the respective num-
bers of pixels of the left- and right-eye video frames, of which
the angles of view have been matched to each other, but also
decreases the sizes of the video frames to an appropriate size
for the processing to be carried out later, thereby generating
video Rs and Ls with a size 0of 288x162. In this embodiment,
the right-eye video frame R shown in FIG. 5 corresponds to
the “first image” and the left-eye video frame L corresponds
to the “second image”. As can be seen, the “first image” is an
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image captured by an image capturing section with an optical
zoom function (i.e., the main shooting section 350), while the
“second image” is an image captured by the sub-shooting
section 351. In this embodiment, the respective numbers of
pixels of the right- and left-eye video frames R and L are as
large as the respective numbers of pixels (i.e., photosensitive
cells) of the main and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351.

The parallax information generating section 311 detects
and calculates the parallax between the left- and right-eye
video frames, which have been subjected to the angle of view
matching processing by the angle of view matching section
309 and the number of pixels matching processing by the
number of pixels matching section 310. Even if the same
subject has been shot, the video frame obtained by the main
shooting section 350 and the video frame obtained by the
sub-shooting section 351 become different from each other
by the magnitude of the parallax resulting from the difference
between their positions. For example, if the two video frames
shown in FIG. 6 have been obtained, the position of the
building 600 that has been shot as a subject in the left-eye
video frame L is different from in the right-eye video frame R.
The right-eye video frame R has been captured by the main
shooting section 350 from the right-hand side compared to
the left-eye video frame L that has been captured by the
sub-shooting section 351. That is why in the right-eye video
frame R, the building 600 is located closer to the left edge than
in the left-eye video frame L. Stated otherwise, in the left-eye
video frame L, the building 600 is located closer to the right
edge than in the right-eye video frame R. The parallax infor-
mation generating section 311 calculates the parallax of the
subject image based on these two different video frames.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing the procedure of the process-
ing to be carried out by the parallax information generating
section 311, which calculates the parallax between the left-
and right-eye video frames following the procedure shown in
FIG. 7. Hereinafter, the respective processing steps shown in
FIG. 7 will be described.

First of all, in Step S701, the parallax information gener-
ating section 311 generates video frames by extracting only
the luminance signals (Y signals) from the left- and right-eye
video frames Ls, Rs that have been provided. The reason is
that in detecting parallax, it will be more efficient, and will
lighten the processing load, to process only the Y signal
(luminance signal) among YCbCr (representing the lumi-
nance and the color difference) rather than performing pro-
cessing in all of the three primary colors of RGB. Although
video is supposed to be represented by the luminance signal Y
and the color difference signals CbCr according to this
embodiment, video may also be represented and processed in
the three primary colors of RGB.

Next, in Step S702, the parallax information generating
section 311 calculates the difference A (Ls/Rs) between the
left- and right-eye video frames based on the luminance sig-
nals of the left- and right-eye video frames that have been
generated in the previous processing step S701. In this pro-
cessing step, the parallax information generating section 311
calculates the difference by comparing pixels that are located
at the same position in the two video frames. For example, if
the luminance signal at a certain pixel location in the left-eye
video frame has a (pixel) value Ls of 103 and if the luminance
signal at the corresponding pixel location in the right-eye
video frame has a value Rs of 101, then the difference A
(Ls/Rs) at that pixel becomes equal to two.

Subsequently, in Step S703, the parallax information gen-
erating section 311 changes the modes of processing in the
following manner on a pixel-by-pixel basis according to the
differential value between the pixels that has been calculated
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in the previous processing step S702. If the differential value
is equal to zero (i.e., if the left- and right-eye video frames
have quite the same pixel value), then the processing step
S704 is performed. On the other hand, if the differential value
is not equal to zero (i.e., if the left- and right-eye video frames
have different pixel values), then the processing step S705 is
performed.

Ifit has turned out in the processing step S703 that the left-
and right-eye video frames have quite the same pixel value,
then the parallax information generating section 311 sets the
magnitude of parallax ofthat pixel to be zero in the processing
step S704. It should be noted that although the magnitude of
parallax is supposed to be zero just for illustrative purposes if
the left- and right-eye video frames have quite the same pixel
value, calculation is not always made in this way in actual
products. For example, even if the left- and right-eye video
frames do not have quite the same pixel value but if the set of
pixels surrounding that pixel has quite the same set of values
in both of the left- and right-eye video frames and if the
difference between those pixel values is small, then those
pixels may also be determined to be the same between the
left- and right-eye video frames. That is to say, the magnitude
of'parallax may be determined with not only the difference in
the value of a pixel of interest between the left- and right-eye
video frames but also the difference in the values of surround-
ing pixels between those frames taken into account. Then, the
influence of calculation errors to be caused by an edge or a
texture near that pixel can be eliminated. Also, even if the pair
of pixels of interest or the two sets of surrounding pixels do
not have quite the same pixel value(s) but if the difference
between the values of those pixels of interest is less than a
predetermined threshold value, then the magnitude of paral-
lax may be determined to be zero.

On sensing a difference between those two video frames,
the parallax information generating section 311 uses the
video frame that has been captured by the main shooting
section 350 (e.g., the right-eye video frame Rs in this embodi-
ment) as a reference video frame, and searches the video
frame that has been captured by the sub-shooting section 351
(e.g., the left-eye video frame Ls in this embodiment) for a
pixel corresponding to a particular pixel in the reference
video frame in Step S705. The corresponding pixel may be
searched for by calculating differences while changing the
targets pixel by pixel both horizontally and vertically starting
from a pixel of interest in the left-eye video frame Ls and by
finding a pixel, of which the difference calculated has turned
out to be minimum. Alternatively, since a line and one of its
neighboring lines have similar luminance signal patterns, the
most likely corresponding pixel may be searched for by ref-
erenceto information about those patterns. Also, in a situation
where a shooting session is carried out by the paralleling
technique, if there is any point at infinity in a video frame, no
parallax should be produced at that point, and therefore, the
corresponding pixel may be searched for with that point at
infinity used as a reference point. Furthermore, not just the
luminance signals but also similarity in pattern between color
signals may be taken into consideration as well. It can be
determined, by performing an autofocus operation, for
example, where on the video frame that point at infinity is
located. It should be noted that if video has been shot with the
camcorder 101 held at a totally horizontal position, then
parallax will be produced only horizontally, and therefore, it
can be said that the pixel-by-pixel search between the left-
and right-eye video frames may be done only horizontally on
that video frame. If video is shot by the paralleling technique,
an object at the point at infinity will have a parallax of zero
and objects located closer than the object at the point at
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infinity will have parallax only horizontally. That is why the
search may be performed only in the horizontal direction.

Next, in Step S706, the parallax information generating
section 311 calculates the pixel-to-pixel distance on the video
screen between the corresponding pixel that has been located
by searching the left-eye video frame Ls and the pixel in the
reference video frame Rs. The pixel-to-pixel distance is cal-
culated based on those pixel locations and may be expressed
by the number of pixels. Based on the result of this calcula-
tion, the magnitude of parallax is determined. The longer the
pixel-to-pixel distance, the greater the magnitude of parallax
should be. Stated otherwise, the shorter the pixel-to-pixel
distance, the smaller the magnitude of parallax should be.

If the main and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351 are
configured to capture video frames by the paralleling method,
the magnitude of parallax becomes equal to zero at a point at
infinity as described above. That is why the shorter the dis-
tance from the camcorder 101 to the subject that has been shot
(i.e., the shorter the shooting distance), the greater the mag-
nitude of parallax on the video screen tends to be. In other
words, the longer the distance from the camcorder 101 to the
subject, the smaller the magnitude of parallax on the video
screen tends to be. On the other hand, if the main and sub-
shooting sections 350 and 351 are configured to shoot the
subject by a so-called “crossing method”, their optical axes
will intersect with each other at a point (which will be referred
to herein as a “cross point™). If the subject is located closer to
the camcorder 101 than the cross point as a reference point is,
the closer to the camcorder 101 the subject is, the greater the
magnitude of parallax. Conversely, if the subject is located
more distant from the camcorder 101 than the cross point is,
the more distant from the camcorder 101 the subject is, the
smaller the magnitude of parallax tends to be.

Thereafter, if the parallax information generating section
311 has decided in Step S707 that the magnitude of parallax
has been determined for every pixel, the process advances to
the next processing step S708. On the other hand, if there are
any pixels for which the magnitude of parallax has not been
determined yet, then the process goes back to the processing
step S703 to perform the same series of processing steps all
over again on those pixels, of which the magnitudes of par-
allax are to be determined.

If the magnitude of parallax has been determined for every
pixel, the magnitude of parallax has already been determined
over the entire video screen. That is why the parallax infor-
mation generating section 311 compiles information about
the magnitudes of parallax over the entire video screen as a
depth map in Step S708. This depth map provides informa-
tion about the depth of the subject on the video screen or each
portion of the video screen. In the depth map, a portion, of
which the magnitude of parallax is small, has a value close to
zero. And the greater the magnitude of parallax of a portion,
the larger the value of that portion. There is a one-to-one
relation between the magnitude of parallax and the depth
information provided by the depth map. That is why given
some geometric shooting condition such as the angle of con-
vergence or the stereo base distance, mutual conversion can
be readily made between them. Consequently, 3D video can
be represented by either the right-eye video frame R captured
by the main shooting section 350 and the magnitude of par-
allax between the left- and right-eye video frames or the
right-eye video frame R and the depth map.

FIG. 8 shows an example of a depth map to be generated
when the video frames shown in FIG. 6 are captured. As
shown in portion (b) of FIG. 8, a portion with parallax has a
finite value, which varies according to the magnitude of par-
allax, while a portion with no parallax has a value of zero. In

30

40

45

55

14

the example illustrated in portion (b) of FIG. 8, the magni-
tudes of parallax are represented more coarsely than reality.
Actually, however, the magnitude of parallax is calculated
with respect to each of the 288x162 pixels shown in FIG. 5,
for example.

In generating a depth map based on the magnitude of
parallax, the lens-to-lens distance between the first and sec-
ond optical sections 300 and 304 and their relative positions
are taken into consideration. The relative positions of the first
and second optical sections 300 and 304 ideally correspond to
those of a person’s right and left eyes. But it is not always
possible to arrange the first and second optical sections 300
and 304 at such positions. In that case, the parallax informa-
tion generating section 311 may generate a depth map with
the relative positions of the first and second optical sections
300 and 304 taken into account. For example, if the first and
second optical sections 300 and 304 are arranged close to
each other, the magnitudes of parallax calculated may be
increased when a depth map is going to be generated. If the
first and second optical sections 300 and 304 are arranged too
close to each other, the difference in parallax between the
video frames to be captured may be too small to obtain natural
3D video even when such video frames are synthesized as
they are. That is why the parallax information generating
section 311 may generate a depth map with the relative posi-
tions of the first and second optical sections 300 and 304 taken
into consideration.

The depth map that has been generated by the parallax
information generating section 311 has its degree of reliabil-
ity graded by the reliability information generating section
319, thereby generating information indicating the degree of
reliability of the depth map (which will be referred to herein
as “reliability information”). The degree of reliability of the
depth map is graded from various points of view including the
shooting condition, image characteristics, and the contents of
the depth map. The reliability information thus generated is
passed to the parallax information generating section 311. In
response, the parallax information generating section 311
refers to the reliability information generated, and corrects
the depth map generated if the degree of reliability has turned
out to be less than a predetermined degree. It will be described
in detail later exactly how to perform the processing of gen-
erating and correcting the reliability information.

By reference to the depth map (i.e., the magnitude of par-
allax on a pixel basis) that has been calculated or corrected by
the parallax information generating section 311, the image
generating section 312 generates a video frame to be one of
the two video frames that form 3D video based on the video
frame that has been captured by the main shooting section
350. In this description, the “one of the two video frames that
form 3D video” refers to the left-eye video frame that has the
same number of pixels as the right-eye video frame R that has
been captured by the main shooting section 350 and that has
parallax with respect to the right-eye video frame R. In this
embodiment, the image generating section 312 generates a
left-eye video frame L' based on the right-eye video frame R
and the depth map as shown in FIG. 9. In that case, first of all,
by reference to the depth map, the image generating section
312 determines where on the video screen parallax has been
produced in the right-eye video frame R with a size of 1920x
1080 pixels that has been supplied from the main shooting
section 350. Next, the image generating section 312 performs
the processing of correcting that portion, thereby generating a
video frame L' with appropriate parallax as the left-eye video
frame. In other words, the image generating section 312 per-
forms the processing of shifting that portion with parallax in
the right-eye video frame R to the right according to the
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magnitude of parallax indicated by the depth map so that the
video frame generated can be used appropriately as the left-
eye video frame, and outputs the video frame thus generated
as the left-eye video frame L'. That portion with parallax is
shifted to the right because a portion of the left-eye video
frame with parallax is located closer to the right edge than its
corresponding portion of the right-eye video frame is.

In the example described above, the depth map is generated
based on the images Rs and Ls with 288x162 pixels, and
therefore, has a smaller data size than the right-eye video
frame R with 1920x1080 pixels. That is why the image gen-
erating section 312 performs the processing described above
with the lack of information complemented. For example, if
the depth map is regarded as an image with 288x162 pixels,
the number of pixels is multiplied by a factor of 20/3 both
vertically and horizontally, so is the pixel value representing
the magnitude of parallax, and then the values of the pixels
added for the purpose of magnification are stuffed with those
of surrounding pixels. The image generating section 312
transforms the depth map into information of 1920x1080
pixels by performing such processing and then generates a
left-eye video frame L' based on the right-eye video frame R.

As shown in FIG. 5, the image generating section 312
outputs the left-eye video frame L' thus generated and the
right-eye video frame R that was supplied to the image signal
processing section 308 as a 3D video signal as shown in FIG.
5. As a result, the image signal processing section 308 can
output a 3D video signal based on the video signals that have
been obtained by the main shooting section 350 and the
sub-shooting section 351.

By performing these processing steps, even if the main and
sub-shooting sections 350 and 351 have different configura-
tions, the camcorder 101 can also use one video frame cap-
tured to generate, through signal processing, the other of two
video frames that form 3D video. In particular, since the
reliability information generating section 319 generates
information indicating the degree of reliability of the depth
map and corrects the depth map by reference to that informa-
tion, even more accurate and safer 3D video can be generated.

Next, the procedure of the overall processing to be carried
out by this camcorder 101, including the angle of view match-
ing section 309, the number of pixels matching section 310,
the parallax information generating section 311, the image
generating section 312 and the reliability information gener-
ating section 319, will be described with reference to the
flowchart shown in FIG. 10.

First, in Step S801, the image signal processing section 308
accepts the shooting mode that has been entered through the
input section 317. The shooting mode may be chosen by the
user from a 3D video shooting mode and a non-3D (i.e., 2D)
video shooting mode.

Next, in Step S802, the image signal processing section
308 determines whether the shooting mode entered is the 3D
video shooting mode or the non-3D video shooting mode. If
the 3D video shooting mode has been chosen, the process
advances to Step S804. On the other hand, if the non-3D video
shooting mode has been chosen, then the process advances to
Step S803.

If the shooting mode entered turns out to be the non-3D
video shooting mode, the image signal processing section 308
obtains and stores, in Step S803, the video that has been shot
by the main shooting section 350 as in a conventional cam-
corder.

Onthe other hand, if the shooting mode entered turns outto
be the 3D video shooting mode, the image signal processing
section 308 obtains a right-eye video frame R and a left-eye
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video frame L shot by the main and sub-shooting sections 350
and 351, respectively, in Step S804.

Subsequently, in Step S805, the angle of view matching
section 309 performs angle of view matching processing on
the right- and left-eye video frames R and L supplied by the
method described above.

Thereafter, in Step S806, the number of pixels matching
section 310 performs number of pixels matching processing
as described above on the right- and left-eye video frames that
have been subjected to the angle of view matching process-
ing.

Then, in Step S807, the parallax information generating
section 311 detects the magnitudes of parallax of the right-
and left-eye video frames Rs and Ls that have been subjected
to the number of pixels matching processing. The magnitudes
of parallax may be detected following the procedure of the
processing that has already been described with reference to
FIG. 7.

Next, in Step S808, the reliability information generating
section 319 generates reliability information indicating the
degree of reliability of the depth map that has been generated
by the parallax information generating section 311. The reli-
ability information will be described in detail later.

Thereafter, in Step S809, the parallax information gener-
ating section 311 grades the degree of reliability of the depth
map by reference to the reliability information that has been
generated by the reliability information generating section
319. For example, if the value of the reliability information is
higher than a predetermined threshold value, the process
advances to Step S811. Otherwise, the process advances to
Step S810.

In Step S810, if the parallax information generating section
311 has found the degree of reliability of the depth map
generated to be low, the parallax information generating sec-
tion 311 corrects the depth map. The correction may be made
to decrease the magnitude of parallax, for example. This
depth map correction processing will be described in detail
later.

Next, in Step S811, the image generating section 312 uses
the right-eye video frame R and the depth map calculated or
corrected to generate a left-eye video frame L' which forms,
along with the right-eye video frame R, a pair of video frames
to be 3D video, as described above.

Subsequently, in Step S812, the camcorder 101 displays
the 3D video based on the right- and left-eye video frames R
and I generated on the display section 314. Although the 3D
video generated is supposed to be displayed in this example,
either the right- and left-eye video frames R and L' or the
right-eye video frame R and the parallax information may
also be stored instead of being displayed. If these pieces of
information are stored, 3D video can be played back by
obtaining that information read by another player.

Finally, in Step S813, the camcorder 101 determines
whether or not video can be shot continuously. If shooting
may be continued, the process goes back to the processing
step S804 to perform the same series of processing steps all
over again. On the other hand, if shooting may not be contin-
ued anymore, the camcorder 101 ends the shooting session.

3D video is not necessarily generated based on the video
frames captured as described above. Alternatively, contour
matching may also be used. This is a method for filling the
texture and generating a high definition image by matching
the contour of the finer one of left and right images to that of
the other coarser image. As is introduced in the field of com-
puter graphics (CG), by mapping a texture to the surface of'a
3D model (or 3D object), which is represented by a polygon
with vertices, edge lines, and plane connection information
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(phase information) (i.e., attaching the texture to the surface
justlike a piece of wall paper), a high-definition image can be
generated. In that case, the texture of an occlusion portion
(i.e., a hidden portion) may be estimated from the known
texture of its surrounding portions and filled. In this descrip-
tion, the “occlusion portion” refers to a portion that is shown
in one video frame but that is not shown in the other video
frame (i.e., an information missing region). By extending a
non-occlusion portion, the occlusion portion may be hidden
behind the non-occlusion portion.

The non-occlusion portion may be extended by a known
method that uses a smoothing filter such as a Gaussian filter.
A video frame with such an occlusion portion can be cor-
rected by replacing a depth map with a relatively low resolu-
tion with a new depth map that has been obtained through a
smoothing filter with predetermined attenuation characteris-
tic. By adopting such a method, natural 3D video can also be
generated even in the occlusion portion.

Still alternatively, a 2D-3D conversion may also be used.
For example, by comparing a high-definition left-channel
image (which will be referred to herein as an “estimated [.-ch
image”), which is generated by subjecting a high-definition
right-channel image (which will be referred to herein as an
“R-ch image”) to the 2D-3D conversion, to the left-channel
image (L-ch image) that has been shot actually and by cor-
recting the estimated L-ch image, a high-definition L-ch
image with no contour errors can be generated.

Yet alternatively, the following method may also be
adopted. First of all, based on the image features of a high
definition R-ch image (which may be made up of 1920 hori-
zontal pixelsx1080 vertical pixels) including composition,
contour, colors, texture, sharpness and spatial frequency dis-
tribution, the parallax information generating section 311
estimates and generates a piece of depth information (which
will be referred to herein as “Depth Information #17). In this
case, the resolution of Depth Information #1 may be set to be
approximately equal to or lower than that of the R-ch image,
and may be defined by 288 horizontal pixelsx162 vertical
pixels as in the example described above. Next, based on the
L-ch and R-ch images that have been actually captured
through the two lens systems, two images, of which the num-
bers of pixels have been matched to each other (and which
may be made up 0f 288 horizontal pixelsx162 vertical pixels),
may be generated and another piece of depth information
(which will be referred to herein as “Depth Information #27)
is generated based on those images. In this case, the resolution
of Depth Information #2 may also be defined by 288 horizon-
tal pixelsx162 vertical pixels, for example.

It should be noted that the Depth Information #2 has been
calculated based on the actually captured images, and there-
fore, is more accurate than the Depth Information #1 that has
been estimated and generated based on the image features.
That is why estimation errors of the Depth Information #1 can
be corrected by reference to the Depth Information #2. That is
to say, in this case, it is equivalent to using the Depth Infor-
mation #2 as a constraint condition for increasing the accu-
racy of the Depth Information #1 that has been generated
through the 2D-3D conversion by image analysis.

This method also works fine even when the sub-shooting
section 351 uses the optical zoom. If the sub-shooting section
351 uses the optical zoom, it would be more resistant to
occurrence of image distortion (errors) to use the high-defi-
nition L-ch as reference image and refer to the R-ch as sub-
image for the following reasons. Firstly, stereo matching pro-
cessing can get done more easily between the [.-ch image and
the R-ch image by varying the zoom power subtly. Secondly,
if while the optical zoom power is varying continuously in the
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main shooting section 350, the electronic zoom power is
changed accordingly in the sub-shooting section 351 to cal-
culate the depth information, then it will take a lot of time to
get calculations done and image distortion (errors) tends to
occur during the stereo matching process.

Itis said that as far as a human being is concerned, it should
be his or her brain to create a fine 3D shape or 3D represen-
tation based on stereoscopic video that has struck his or her
eyes. That is why if the depth is expressed by adding the
spherical parallax of the eye bulbs to the entire video as a sort
ot 2D-3D conversion or by referring to information about the
zoom power or the focus length during shooting, subject’s
depth information can also be estimated based on how much
the subject image is blurred.

According to yet another method, by making geometric
calculations on the R-ch image by reference to the depth
information that has been actually obtained through the two
lens systems, the parallax information may be obtained. And
by making geometric calculations using that parallax infor-
mation, an [.-ch image can be calculated based on the R-ch
image.

Yet another method is a super-resolution method. Accord-
ing to this method, when a high-definition L-ch image is
going to be generated based on a coarse L.-ch image by the
super-resolution method, a high-definition R-ch image is
referred to. For example, a depth map that has been smoothed
out by a Gaussian filter, for example, may be converted into
parallax information based on the geometric arrangement of
the image capturing section and a high-definition [.-ch image
can be calculated based on the high-definition R-ch image by
reference to that parallax information.

<1-2-2. Video Shooting by Reference to Parallax Informa-
tion>

Next, it will be described how the shooting control section
313 of the image signal processing section 308 (see FIG. 3)
operates. The shooting control section 313 controls the shoot-
ing condition on the main and sub-shooting sections 350 and
351 in accordance with the parallax information that has been
calculated by the parallax information generating section
311.

The camcorder 101 of this embodiment generates and uses
the left- and right-eye video frames that form the 3D video
based on the video frame that has been captured by the main
shooting section 350. On the other hand, the video frame that
has been captured by the sub-shooting section 351 is used to
detect parallax information with respect to the video frame
that has been captured by the main shooting section 350. That
is why the sub-shooting section 351 may shoot video, from
which parallax information can be obtained easily, in coop-
eration with the main shooting section 350.

Thus, the shooting control section 313 controls the main
and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351 in accordance with the
parallax information that has been calculated by the parallax
information generating section 311. For example, the shoot-
ing control section 313 may control their exposure, white
balance and autofocus.

If the parallax information generating section 311 cannot
detect the parallax properly from the video frames that have
been captured by the main and sub-shooting sections 350 and
351, this could be partly because the main and sub-shooting
sections 350 and 351 have different shooting conditions. That
is why by controlling the optical control section(s) 303 and/or
307 based on the parallax detection result obtained by the
parallax information generating section 311, the shooting
control section 313 changes the shooting conditions on the
main and/or sub-shooting section(s) 350, 351.
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For example, if the main shooting section 350 has shot
video with proper exposure but if the sub-shooting section
351 has shot video with excessive exposure, then the video
frame captured by the sub-shooting section 351 becomes
generally whitish video (i.e., the pixel values of the image
data captured become close to their upper limit) and the
subject’s contour sometimes cannot be recognized. And if the
parallax information generating section 311 performs its pro-
cessing based on such video, the subject’s contour could not
be cropped from the video that has been shot by the sub-
shooting section 351. That is why the shooting control section
313 gets the exposure of the sub-shooting section 351 cor-
rected by the optical control section 307 in that case. The
exposure may be corrected by adjusting the diaphragm (not
shown), for example. As a result, the parallax information
generating section 311 can detect the parallax based on the
video that has shot by the sub-shooting section 351 and then
corrected.

In another example, the control operation may also be
carried out in the following manner, too. Even if the same
subject is covered by the video frames that have been captured
by the main and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351, the
subject sometimes has different focuses. In that case, by
comparing those two video frames to each other, the parallax
information generating section 311 can sense that the sub-
ject’s contour has different definitions between those two
video frames. On sensing such a difference in the definition of
the same subject’s contour between those two video frames,
the shooting control section 313 instructs the optical control
sections 303 and 307 to adjust the focuses of the main and
sub-shooting sections 350 and 351 to each other. Specifically,
the shooting control section 313 performs a control operation
so that the focus of the sub-shooting section 351 is adjusted to
that of the main shooting section 350.

As described above, in accordance with the parallax infor-
mation that has been calculated by the parallax information
generating section 311, the shooting control section 313 con-
trols the shooting conditions on the main and sub-shooting
sections 350 and 351. As a result, the parallax information
generating section 311 can extract the parallax information
more easily from the video frames that have been captured by
the main and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351.

In the embodiment described above, the shooting control
section 313 is supposed to perform a control operation so as to
match the shooting conditions of the main and sub-shooting
sections 350 and 351 to each other. However, the control
operation does not always have to be done in that way. [fthose
shooting conditions are different, then the degree of reliabil-
ity of the depth map will be low, and therefore, the reliability
information to be described later may be set to be low.

<1-2-3. Reliability Information Generation and Depth
Map Correction>

Next, it will be described how the reliability information
generating section 319 shown in FIG. 3 generates reliability
information and how the parallax information generating sec-
tion 311 shown in FIG. 3 performs depth map correction
processing.

The depth map generated by the parallax information gen-
erating section 311 does not always mirror the parallax infor-
mation faithfully. For instance, if the images captured by the
respective image capturing sections have low contrast (as in
images representing cloud or the sea) or if a similar luminance
variation pattern comes back over and over again (as in a
striped pattern), then the depth map generated will have alow
degree of reliability. Likewise, if an occlusion area accounts
for a significant percentage of a given image or if each occlu-
sion area has a large size, the depth map will have alow degree
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of reliability, too. Furthermore, the higher the zoom power of
the main shooting section 350, the smaller the number of
pixels in a corresponding image portion obtained by the sub-
shooting section 351 and the lower the resolution of the depth
map (and eventually the lower the degree of reliability) tends
to be. If the depth map is inappropriate, 3D video generated
based on such a depth map will also be an inappropriate one.
For example, in that case, video that gives the viewer an
unreal stereoscopic impression, video of which the magni-
tude of parallax is much greater than an proper one, or video
of which the degree of stereoscopic property varies signifi-
cantly from one scene to another may be generated. Also, if
the viewer views such inappropriate video, he or she might
have some eyestrain or headache. That is why such inappro-
priate video is too unsafe to avoid affecting the viewer’s
health. Such harmful video is highly likely to be generated if
the degree of reliability of the depth map is low.

Thus, to avoid such a situation, the camcorder 101 of this
embodiment grades the degree of reliability of a given depth
map and corrects the depth map according to the degree of
reliability, thereby generating even safer 3D video. Specifi-
cally, the reliability information generating section 319 gen-
erates reliability information indicating the degree of reliabil-
ity of the parallax information that has been generated by the
parallax information generating section 311. The reliability
information may be represented as either a numerical value
that has been graded according to the degree of reliability or
binary information indicating whether the depth map is reli-
able or not.

The reliability information generating section 319 gener-
ates reliability information by reference to at least one of
multiple pieces of information including the shooting condi-
tions of the two shooting sections, the image property of at
least one of the two video frames captured by the two image
capturing sections, and the contents of the depth map. Here-
inafter, some specific examples of the reliability information
will be described.

A first exemplary piece of reliability information may be a
numerical value to be determined by the respective numbers
of pixels of the two image portions to be subjected to the
stereo matching by the parallax information generating sec-
tion 319 (e.g., the images Rs and Ls comprised of 288x162
pixels in the example shown in FIG. 5). Generally speaking,
the smaller the numbers of pixels of the two image portions to
be subjected to stereo matching, the lower the precision ofthe
depth map on a two-dimensional plane (i.e., the lower the
horizontal and vertical resolutions of the depth map). For that
reason, it is appropriate to grade the reliability information
according to the numbers of pixels. For example, if the num-
bers n of pixels of the two image portions fall within the range
0<n=N1, the reliability information may be graded “0: reli-
ability is low”. On the other hand, if the numbers n fall within
the range N1<n=N2, the reliability information may be
graded “1: reliability is medium”. And if the numbers n fall
within the range N2<n, the reliability information may be
graded “2: reliability is high”. In these inequalities, N1 and
N2 are natural numbers that satisfy N1<N2. Although there
are three grades of reliability in this example, the number of
grades of reliability may also be two or four, too. Optionally,
if the respective numbers of pixels of the two image portions
to be subjected to the stereo matching depend on the zoom
power of the main shooting section 350, then the reliability
information may be generated based on the zoom power,
instead of the numbers of pixels.

A second exemplary piece of reliability information may
be anumerical value to be set based on the degree of matching
between the respective feature points of two image portions to
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be subjected to the stereo matching by the parallax informa-
tion generating section 311. In this description, the “feature
point” refers herein to either a pixel or a set of pixels that
characterizes an image, and typically refers to an edge or a
corner. In general, if the degree of matching between the
respective feature points of two image portions to be sub-
jected to stereo matching is low, then the degree of reliability
of'the depth map is also low. That is why in this example, the
reliability information generating section 319 estimates the
degree of matching between the respective feature points that
have been detected from the two image portions by stereo
matching according to their cross-correlation on a horizontal
line or predetermined block area basis, thereby generating
reliability information as a numerical value representing the
degree of matching. For example, the reliability information
generating section 319 selects a line including a lot of feature
points such as an edge area from one of the two image por-
tions to be subjected to matching, and determines what line on
the other image portion is most similar to that line by calcu-
lating a cross-correlation function. Next, by comparing the
variations in the luminance value of the feature points on
those lines, the reliability information generating section 319
sets the degree of the reliability information to be high if there
is little difference between those variations but to be low if
there is much difference between those variations. By per-
forming such processing, the more significantly different the
variations in the luminance value of an edge area are between
the left- and right-eye video frames, the lower the value of the
reliability information is set to be.

It should be noted that the line scan for the purpose of
stereo matching does not have to be carried out on every
horizontal line. Alternatively, if the lines are scanned sequen-
tially with a certain number of lines skipped, the line scan can
be carried out efficiently with the computational load
reduced.

Alternatively, the reliability information may also be deter-
mined based on the magnitude of a level variation in an edge
area and/or an area surrounding the edge in at least one of the
image signals obtained by the main and sub-shooting sections
350 and 351. If the level variation in an edge area and an area
surrounding the edge is small, the depth map is likely to be
affected by noise included in the image signal and comes to
have a decreased degree of reliability. That is why the greater
the level variation in an edge area and an area surrounding the
edge, the reliability information generating section 319 may
set the degree of reliability to be high. On the other hand, the
smaller the level variation, the reliability information gener-
ating section 319 may set the degree of reliability to be low.

Still alternatively, the reliability information generating
section 319 may also generate the reliability information
based on the degree of similarity in average luminance value
either between the two entire image signals to compare or
between particular local areas that form parts of the images.
In this case, the “particular local area” may refer herein to
some area on an image with feature points. The bigger the
difference in average luminance value between the two entire
images or between their particular local areas, the lower the
degree of reliability of the depth map to be generated by
comparing the pixel values becomes. That is why the bigger
the difference in average luminance value between the two
entire images or between their particular local areas, the
reliability information generating section 319 may set the
degree of reliability information to be low. On the other hand,
the smaller the difference, the reliability information gener-
ating section 319 may set the degree of reliability information
to be high.
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In order to increase the precision of feature points of two
images to be used to calculate the depth map, it is also effec-
tive to match the respective average values of luminance
signals or color signals in respective areas of those two
images that have the same angle of view or to reduce the
difference between those average values to less than a preset
value.

Yet alternatively, the reliability information may also be
generated based on the degree of similarity in gamma char-
acteristic between the main and sub-shooting sections 350
and 351. In this description, the “gamma characteristic”
refers herein to the characteristic ofa correction to be made on
an input signal (i.e., a gamma correction) so that an output
image displayed on a display device looks natural to a human
viewer’s eye. The main and sub-shooting sections 350 and
351 have their own gamma characteristic. If their gamma
characteristics are different, then the levels of the image sig-
nals to be output from them are also different, and therefore,
the degree of reliability of the depth map decreases. For that
reason, the closer the gamma characteristics of the main and
sub-shooting sections 350 and 351 are, the higher the degree
of reliability set by the reliability information generating
section 319 may be. And the bigger their difference, the lower
the degree of reliability may be.

Yet alternatively, the reliability information generating
section 319 may also generate the reliability information
based on the horizontal or vertical sizes of respective occlu-
sion areas which are included in the two image portions. No
parallax information is available from an occlusion area. That
is why the larger the size of the occlusion area, the lower the
degree of reliability of the depth map. For that reason, the
larger the horizontal and/or vertical sizes of the occlusion
area, the lower the degree of reliability set by the reliability
information generating section 319 may be. And the smaller
those sizes, the higher the degree of reliability may be.

Yet alternatively, the reliability information generating
section 319 may also use, as pieces of reliability information,
values that have been graded according to various indices
including the percentage of RF components in an image, the
ratio of the occlusion area, the variance of luminance values
in an image, and the zoom power of the main shooting section
350. The reliability information may be generated based on
one of these indices. Or comprehensive reliability informa-
tion may also be generated by making overall evaluation on
multiple indices (which are pieces of reliability information)
including the ones cited above.

Furthermore, a depth map with a single resolution does not
have to be used. Alternatively, depth maps with multiple
different resolutions may be calculated, and one of those
depth maps, of which the resolution is defined by highly
reliable depth map feature points, may be adopted for every
predetermined area of the image according to a combination
of those features points to be detected differently depending
on their pattern in the image. As a result, the reliability of the
overall depth map can be increased.

Even though the reliability information is supposed to be
generated every video frame in the embodiment described
above, the reliability information may also be generated
either every pixel or every block of pixels. If the reliability
information is generated every video frame, the computa-
tional load to get the processing done can be lighter. On the
other hand, if the reliability information is generated either
every pixel or every block of pixels, the computational load to
get the processing done is heavier but the correction can be
made more precisely because the reliability can be evaluated
every pixel of the depth map.
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Once the reliability information has been generated, the
parallax information generating section 311 corrects the
depth map on a video frame basis by reference to that reli-
ability information. The depth map is corrected so as to
decrease the degree of parallax in order to avoid abrupt pop-
ping. The parallax information generating section 311 may
correct the depth map by performing horizontal or vertical
adaptive filtering processing by reference to the reliability
information, for example. In this description, the “adaptive
filtering processing” refers herein to the processing of trans-
forming a depth map by using a different filter according to
the feature of each image portion. For example, as for an
image area with no edges, the depth map may be smoothed by
using a smoothing filter such as an averaging filter that adopts
the moving average method. And as for an area surrounding
an edge, a filter that can preserve the edge may be used.
Examples of such filters that can preserve the edge include a
known k nearest smoothing filter, a bilateral filter, and a
Gaussian filter. Optionally, by using a median filter during
pre-processing, noise-like errors can be reduced and the pre-
cision of the depth map can be increased. In this manner, by
performing the adaptive filtering processing, the parallax
information can be filtered either horizontally or vertically.
Or the adaptive filtering may also be carried out in response to
a variation in the time-axis direction (such as a frame differ-
ence). For example, if there is no frame difference, the aver-
age can be calculated between the depth maps over particular
frames. On the other hand, if there is a frame difference, only
information about one frame may be used without calculating
an average for the depth map. In this manner, the filtering
processing may be carried out adaptively. If the value repre-
senting the reliability information is less than a predeter-
mined threshold value, the parallax information generating
section 311 corrects the depth map through the adaptive fil-
tering processing described above, thereby reducing the mag-
nitude of parallax of a scene with a low degree of reliability
according to the depth map.

Still alternatively, if the value representing the reliability
information is less than a predetermined threshold value, then
the parallax information generating section 311 may correct
the depth map by multiplying the values of the overall depth
map by a constant of less than one to be determined by that
value. Also, if the value representing the reliability informa-
tion is smaller than a predetermined threshold value, no ste-
reoscopic images may be generated and the image captured
by the main shooting section 350 may be output as itis. In that
case, the values of the entire depth map can be regarded as
being corrected into zero. Alternatively, instead of correcting
the entire depth map, only a portion with particularly signifi-
cant parallax may be corrected.

If the parallax information generating section 311 has cor-
rected the depth map, the parallax information generating
section 311 outputs the corrected depth map to the image
generating section 312. If the depth map has been corrected,
the image generating section 312 generates a left-eye video
frame L' based on the corrected depth map. As a result, safe
3D video, of which the stereoscopic property has been
reduced to a moderate one, can be generated.

As described above, according to this embodiment, the
magnitude of parallax of 3D video can be maintained within
a proper range, and therefore, abrupt popping can be avoided
during playback, and the 3D video can be a safer one. The
processing of this embodiment is applicable particularly
effectively to a situation where the main shooting section 350
shoots an image with the zoom power changed because the
errors of the depth map tend to be significant ones in such a
situation.
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In the field of 3D movie authoring, for example, the safety
of'3D video has been ensured in the related art by re-editing
respective scenes of 3D video generated according to the
degree of depth. According to such a method, however, it
takes a lot of time and cost to get editing done. On the other
hand, according to the method of this embodiment, 3D video
can be generated with its safety ensured without taking too
much time or cost.

In the embodiment described above, the image generating
section 312 is supposed to generate 3D video. However, this
is just an example of the present disclosure. Alternatively,
only the right-eye video frame R and a depth map that has
been corrected as needed may be recorded but the camcorder
101 itself does not have to generate 3D video. In that case, a
player separately provided may generate 3D video by reading
the recorded right-eye video frame R and depth map that has
been corrected as needed and generating the left-eye video
frame L'. Also, the information to be stored does not have to
be the combination described above, but may also be a com-
bination of the right-eye video frame R, the depth map yet to
be corrected, and the reliability information as well. In that
case, the player needs to correct the depth map and then
generate 3D video.

Such a player generates stereoscopic images based on the
two image signals obtained by the main and sub-shooting
sections 350 and 351, the depth map, and the reliability infor-
mation, all of which have been generated by the stereoscopic
shooting device of this embodiment. That player needs to
include an image processing section (corresponding to the
image processing section 308 shown in FIG. 3) which gener-
ates an image signal that forms a pair of stereoscopic images
along with the image signal obtained by the main shooting
section 350 based on the depth map that has been corrected by
reference to the reliability information.

<1-2-4. 3D Video Generation by Reference to Horizontal
Direction Information>

Next, it will be described what processing the angle of view
matching section 309 will perform if a shooting session has
been carried out with the camcorder 101 tilting with respect to
the horizontal plane. The angle of view matching section 309
obtains information about the horizontal direction of the cam-
corder 101 from the horizontal direction detecting section
318. Generally speaking, the left- and right-eye video frames
included in 3D video do have parallax horizontally but have
no parallax vertically. This is because a person’s left and right
eyes have a predetermined gap left between them horizontally
but are located on substantially the same level vertically. That
is why a human being generally has a relatively high degree of
sensitivity due to a horizontal retinal image difference even in
asense cell such as the retina. For example, ahuman can sense
a depth of approximately 0.5 mm at a viewing angle of a few
seconds or in a visual range of 1 m. Even though the human
sensitivity is high with respect to the horizontal parallax, his
or her sensitivity to vertical parallax should be generally low
because the vertical parallax depends on a particular space
sensing pattern due to the vertical retinal image difference. In
view of this consideration, it is recommended that as for the
3D video to be shot and generated, parallax be produced only
horizontally, not vertically.

However, aside from a situation where a shooting session is
performed with the camcorder 101 fixed on a tripod, if the
user is shooting video holding the camcorder 101 in his or her
hand, the video shot is not always level with the ground. That
is why the horizontal direction detecting section 318 obtains
information about the status of the camcorder 101 while
shooting video (e.g., information about its tilt with respect to
the horizontal direction, in particular). In matching the angles
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of view of the left- and right-eye video frames to each other,
the angle of view matching section 309 adjusts the degree of
horizontal parallelism of the video by reference to the tilt
information provided by the horizontal direction detecting
section 318. Suppose the camcorder 101 is tilted while shoot-
ing video, and makes the video shot also tilted as shown in
portion (a) of FIG. 11. In that case, the angle of view matching
section 309 not only matches the angles of view of the video
frames that have been captured by the main and sub-shooting
sections 350 and 351 but also adjusts the degrees of horizontal
parallelism of those two video frames. Specifically, in accor-
dance with the tilt information provided by the horizontal
direction detecting section 318, the angle of view matching
section 309 changes the horizontal direction in matching the
angles of view and outputs the dotted range shown in portion
(a) of FIG. 11 as a result of the angle of view matching.
Portion (b) of FIG. 11 shows the output video, of which the
degrees of horizontal parallelism have been adjusted by the
stereo matching section 320.

With the degrees of horizontal parallelism adjusted by the
angle of view matching section 309, even if video has been
shot by the camcorder 101 tilting, the degrees of horizontal
parallelism are adjusted properly while 3D video is being
generated. That is why in the 3D video thus generated, par-
allax is produced mostly horizontally and hardly produced
vertically. As a result, the viewer can view natural 3D video.

In the example described above, the angle of view match-
ing section 309 is supposed to sense the shooting status of the
camcorder 101 by reference to the tilt information provided
by the horizontal direction detecting section 318. However,
this is just an example of the present disclosure. Alternatively,
the image signal processing section 308 may also detect hori-
zontal and vertical components of the video by any other
method even without using the horizontal direction detecting
section 318.

For example, the degree of horizontal parallelism may also
be determined by reference to the parallax information that
has been generated by the parallax information generating
section 311 about the left- and right-eye video frames. If the
video frames R and L. shown in portion (a) of FIG. 12 have
been captured by the main and sub-shooting sections 350 and
351, respectively, then the parallax information generated by
the parallax information generating section 311 may be rep-
resented by the video frame shown in portion (b) of FIG. 12,
for example. In the video frame shown in FIG. 12, a portion
with no parallax is drawn in solid lines and a portion with
parallax is drawn in dotted lines in accordance with the par-
allax information. As can be seen from FIG. 12, the portion
with parallax is a focused portion of the video shot, while the
portion with no parallax is a subject that is located more
distant from the focused subject. The more distant subject
represents the background of the video. By analyzing these
portions of the video, the horizontal direction can be detected.
For instance, in the example illustrated in FIG. 12, by analyz-
ing logically the background “mountain” portion, the hori-
zontal direction can be determined. More specifically, by
detecting the shape of the mountain, the growing state of the
trees on the mountain and so on, the vertical and horizontal
directions can be determined.

By performing these processing steps, the angle of view
matching section 309 and the parallax information generating
section 311 can detect the tilt of the video frames that have
been captured while 3D video is being generated, and can
generate 3D video with the degree of horizontal parallelism
adjusted. That is why even if video has been shot by the
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camcorder 101 tilting, the viewer can also view 3D video, of
which the degree of horizontal parallelism falls within a pre-
determined range.

<1-2-5. Determining Whether 3D Video Needs to be Gen-
erated or not>

As described above, the camcorder 101 generates 3D video
based on the video frames that have been captured by the main
and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351. However, the cam-
corder 101 does not always have to generate 3D video. Gen-
erally speaking, by making the viewer sense a difference in
the depth of the subject by using the parallax between the left-
and right-eye video frames, 3D video gives the viewer a
stereoscopic impression. That is why as for video that will
give the viewer no stereoscopic impression, there is no need
to generate 3D video. For example, the modes of shooting
may be changed from the mode of shooting 3D video into the
mode of shooting non-3D video, and vice versa, according to
the shooting condition and the contents of the video.

FIG. 13 is a graph showing a relation between the distance
from the camcorder to the subject (i.e., the subject distance)
and the degree to which the subject located at that distance
would look stereoscopic (which will be referred to herein as
a “stereoscopic property”) with respect to the zoom power of
the main shooting section 350. Generally speaking, the longer
the subject distance, the lesser the stereoscopic property.
Stated otherwise, the shorter the subject distance, the greater
the stereoscopic property.

In this description, the “subject” is supposed herein to fit
one of the following two common definitions:

Case 1: if the camcorder is operating in the manual focus
mode, the “subject” is usually the target of shooting on
which the shooter has focused; or

Case 2: if the camcorder is operating in the autofocus
mode, the “subject” is the target of shooting on which
the camcorder has focused automatically. In that case,
normally, a person, an animal, a plant and/or an object
that is/are located around the center of the target of
shooting, or a person’s face and/or a marked object
(which is generally called a “salient object™) that have/
has been detected automatically in the shooting range
become(s) the subject.

If the video that has been shot consists of only distant
subjects as in a landscape shot, then all of those subjects are
located at a distance. As described above, the more distant
from the camcorder the subject is located, the smaller the
magnitude of parallax of that subject in the 3D video. That is
why sometimes it could be difficult for the viewer to sense it
as 3D video. This is similar to a situation where the angle of
view has become narrower due to an increase in Zoom power.

In view of this principle, the camcorder 101 may turn ON
and OFF the function of generating 3D video according to the
shooting condition and a property ofthe video shot. A specific
method for making such a switch will be described below.

FIG. 14 is a graph showing a relation between the distance
from the camcorder to a subject and the number of effective
pixels of the subject in a situation where that subject has been
shot. The first optical section 300 of the main shooting section
350 has a zoom function. As shown in FIG. 14, if the subject
distance is equal to or shorter than the upper limit of the zoom
range (in which the number of pixels that form the subject
image can be kept constant even if the subject distance has
changed by using the zoom function), the first optical section
300 can maintain a constant number of effective pixels by
using the zoom function with respect to the subject. However,
in shooting a subject, of which the subject distance is beyond
the upper limit of the zoom range, the number of effective
pixels of the subject decreases as the distance increases.
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Meanwhile, the second optical section 304 of the sub-shoot-
ing section 351 has a fixed focal length function. That is why
the number of effective pixels of the subject decreases as the
subject distance increases.

In such a situation, only if the subject distance, i.e., the
distance from the camcorder 101 to the subject, is less than a
predetermined value (threshold value), or falls within the
range A shown in FIG. 14, the shooting control section 313 of
the image signal processing section 308 activates the func-
tions of the angle of view matching section 309, the number of
pixels matching section 310, the parallax information gener-
ating section 311, and the image generating section 312,
thereby generating 3D video. On the other hand, if the subject
distance is equal to or greater than the predetermined value
(threshold value), or falls within the range B shown in FIG.
14, the shooting control section 313 of the image signal
processing section 308 does not turn ON at least one of the
angle of view matching section 309, the number of pixels
matching section 310, the parallax information generating
section 311 and the image generating section 312, but just
passes the video frame that has been captured by the main
shooting section 350 to the next stage. This subject distance
can be measured by using the focal length when the first or
second optical section 300, 304 is in focus. Alternatively, the
shooting control section 313 may be configured to activate the
parallax information generating section 311 only if the sub-
jectdistance to be determined based on the focal length of the
first or second optical section 300 or 304 is less than the
predetermined threshold value.

In this manner, the camcorder 101 can change the modes of
operation between the processing of outputting 3D video and
the processing of outputting no 3D video (i.e., outputting a
non-3D video signal) according to a condition of the subject
that has been shot (e.g., the distance to the subject, in particu-
lar). As a result, video that would not be sensible as 3D video
can be presented as conventional video shot (i.e., non-3D
video) to the viewer. By performing such a control operation,
3D video can be generated only when necessary, and there-
fore, the processing load and the size of the data to process can
be reduced.

Alternatively, the camcorder 101 may also determine,
according to the magnitude of parallax that has been detected
by the parallax information generating section 311, whether
or not 3D video needs to be generated. In that case, the image
generating section 312 extracts the maximum magnitude of
parallax included in the video from the depth map that has
been generated by the parallax information generating sec-
tion 311. If the maximum magnitude of parallax is equal to or
greater than a predetermined value (threshold value), the
image generating section 312 can conclude that that video
would give at least a predetermined degree of stereoscopic
impression to the viewer. On the other hand, if the maximum
magnitude of parallax that the image generating section 312
has extracted from the depth map is less than the predeter-
mined value (threshold value), the image generating section
312 can conclude that that 3D video would not give stereo-
scopic impression to the viewer even when generated.
Although the decision is supposed to be made based on the
maximum magnitude of parallax on the video screen in this
example, this is only an example of the present disclosure.
Alternatively, the decision may also be made based on the
percentage accounted by the pixels, of which the magnitude
of'parallax is greater than a predetermined value, for the entire
video screen.

If the image generating section 312 has decided that 3D
video needs to be generated, the camcorder 101 generates and
outputs 3D video by the method described above. On the
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other hand, if the image generating section 312 has concluded
that 3D video would not look stereoscopic even when gener-
ated, then the image generating section 312 does not generate
any 3D video but just outputs the video supplied from the
main shooting section 350. As a result, according to the depth
map of the video that has been shot, the camcorder 101 can
determine whether or not 3D video needs to be generated and
output.

Still alternatively, the decision may also be made, accord-
ing to the degree of horizontal parallelism described above,
whether or not 3D video needs to be output. To the viewer’s
eye, video with horizontal parallax would look relatively
natural but video with vertical parallax could look unnatural.
That is why based on the result of detection obtained by the
horizontal direction detecting section 318 or the magnitude of
parallax that has been detected by the parallax information
generating section 311, the angle of view matching section
309 or the parallax information generating section 311 may
sense the degree of horizontal parallelism of the video to be
shot and determine whether or not 3D video needs to be
generated. For example, if the degree of the horizontal paral-
lelism is represented by an angle falling within a predeter-
mined range (e.g., the 6 range in the example illustrated in
FIG. 15A) as shown in FIG. 15A, the image signal processing
section 308 generates and outputs 3D video. On the other
hand, if the degree of horizontal parallelism is outside of the
predetermined range shown in FIG. 15A, then the image
signal processing section 308 outputs the video frame that has
been captured by the main shooting section 350. By perform-
ing such a control operation, the camcorder 101 can deter-
mine, according to the degree of horizontal parallelism,
whether or not 3D video needs to be generated and output.

As described above, by adopting any of these methods, the
camcorder 101 can automatically change the modes of opera-
tion and determine whether or not to generate and output 3D
video with its effects (i.e., stereoscopic property) taken into
account. In this case, the stereoscopic property may be rep-
resented by the zoom power, the maximum magnitude of
parallax and the tilt of the camera described above. If the
degree of stereoscopic property is equal to or higher than a
reference level, 3D video is output. On the other hand, if the
degree of stereoscopic property is short of the reference level,
then non-3D video is output.

FIG. 15B is a flowchart showing the procedure of the
processing to be carried out by the image signal processing
section 308 in order to determine whether or not 3D video
needs to be generated. Hereinafter, this processing will be
described step by step.

First, in Step S1601, the main and sub-shooting sections
350 and 351 capture video frames (image frames).

Next, in Step S1602, the decision is made whether or not
the video being shot has a significant stereoscopic property.
The decision is made by any of the methods described above.
It the stereoscopic property has turned out to be less than the
reference level, the process advances to Step S1603. On the
other hand, if the stereoscopic property has turned out to be
equal to or higher than the reference level, the process
advances to Step S1604.

In the processing step S1603, the image signal processing
section 308 outputs the 2D video frame that has been captured
by the main shooting section 350.

The processing steps S1604 through S1609 that follow are
respectively the same as the processing steps S805 through
S810 shown in FIG. 8 and description thereof will be omitted
herein.

In the embodiment described above, the camcorder is sup-
posed to include the main shooting section 350 with an optical
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zoom function and the sub-shooting section 351 with an
electronic zoom function and a relatively high resolution.
However, this is just an example of the present disclosure.
Alternatively, the camcorder may also be designed so that the
main and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351 have substan-
tially equivalent configurations. Also, the camcorder may
also be configured so that its image capturing sections shoot
video by a single method. That is to say, the camcorder just
needs to generate 3D video based on video frames captured,
and may selectively turn ON or OFF the function of generat-
ing 3D video or change the modes of operation between 3D
video shooting and non-3D video shooting according to a
shooting condition such as the subject distance and its tilt with
respect to the horizontal direction and a condition of the
subject that has been shot. By adopting such a configuration,
the camcorder can change its modes of operation automati-
cally according to the level of the stereoscopic property of the
3D video that has been shot or generated.

Consequently, the camcorder 101 of this embodiment can
change its modes of operation efficiently between 3D video
shooting and conventional 2D video (i.e., non-3D video)
shooting according to a shooting condition and a condition on
the video that has been shot.

<1-2-6. 3D Video Recording Methods>

Next, it will be described with reference to FIG. 16 how to
record the 3D video that has been generated. There are several
methods for recording the 3D video that has been generated
by the angle of view matching section 309, the number of
pixels matching section 310, the parallax information gener-
ating section 311, and the image generating section 312.

According to the method shown in FIG. 16(a), recorded are
the 3D video generated by the image signal processing sec-
tion 308 (i.e., a main video stream that has been shot by the
main shooting section 350) and the video generated by the
image signal processing section 308 (i.e., a sub-video stream)
to be paired with the former video. According to this method,
the right- and left-eye video streams are output as respectively
independent data from the image signal processing section
308. The video compressing section 315 encodes those left-
and right-eye video data streams independently of each other
and then multiplexes together the left- and right-eye video
streams that have been encoded. Then, the encoded and mul-
tiplexed data are written on the storage section 316.

If'the storage section 316 is aremovable storage device, the
storage section 316 just needs to be connected to another
player. Then, the data stored in the storage section 316 can be
read by that player. Such a player reads the data stored in the
storage section 316, demultiplexes the multiplexed data and
decodes the encoded data, thereby playing back the left- and
right-eye video data streams of the 3D video. According to
this method, as long as the player has the ability to play 3D
video, the player can play the 3D video stored in the storage
section 316. As a result, the player can be implemented to
have a relatively simple configuration. Also, the left-eye
video stream to be recorded according to this method has been
generated using the depth map that has been corrected by
reference to the reliability information described above, and
therefore, is video with a high degree of reliability.

According to another method, the video (main video
stream) that has been shot by the main shooting section 350
and the depth map that has been generated by the parallax
information generating section 311 are recorded as shown in
FIG.16(5). Inthis method, the video compressing section 315
encodes the video that has been shot by the main shooting
section 350 and then multiplexes together the encoded video
data and the depth map. Then, the encoded and multiplexed
data is written on the storage section 316.
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According to this method, the player needs to generate a
pair of video streams that will form 3D video based on the
depth map and the main video stream. That is why the player
comes to have a relatively complicated configuration. How-
ever, as the data of the depth map can be compressed and
encoded to have a smaller data size than the pair of video data
streams that will form the 3D video, the size of the data to be
stored in the storage section 316 can be reduced according to
this method. Also, since the depth map to be recorded accord-
ing to this method has been corrected by reference to the
reliability information described above, the player can gen-
erate 3D video with a high degree of reliability.

Although a corrected depth map is supposed to be recorded
according to this method, a depth map yet to be corrected may
be recorded along with the reliability information. In that
case, the player can correct 3D video by reference to the
reliability information, and therefore, can make correction
more appropriately according to the playback environment.

According to still another method, a video stream that has
been shot by the main shooting section 350 and the difference
A (Ls/Rs) between the main and sub-video streams, which has
been calculated by the parallax information generating sec-
tion 311, are recorded as shown in FIG. 16(¢). In this case, the
video compressing section 315 encodes the video stream that
has been shot by the main shooting section 350, and multi-
plexes the video and the differential data that have been
encoded. Then the multiplexed data is written on the storage
section 316. In this description, a set of the differences A
(Ls/Rs) that have been calculated on a pixel-by-pixel basis
will be sometimes referred to herein as a “differential image”.

According to this method, the player needs to calculate the
magnitude of parallax (which is synonymous with the depth
map) based on the difference A (Ls/Rs) and the main video
stream and generate a pair of video streams that will form 3D
video. That is why the player needs to have a configuration
that is relatively similar to that of the image signal processing
section 308 of the camcorder 101. However, since the data
about the difference A (Ls/Rs) is provided, the player can
calculate a suitable magnitude of parallax (depth map) for
itself. Particularly, according to this method, a most suitable
magnitude of parallax can be calculated on a video frame
basis by reference to the reliability information. If the player
can calculate the suitable magnitude of parallax, then the
player can generate and display 3D video with its magnitude
of parallax adjusted according to the size of its own display
monitor. 3D video will give the viewer varying degrees of
stereoscopic impression (i.e., the feel of depth in the depth
direction with respect to the monitor screen) according to the
magnitude of parallax between the left- and right-eye video
streams. That is why the degree of stereoscopic impression
varies depending on whether the same 3D video is viewed on
a big display monitor screen or on a small one. According to
this recording method, the player can adjust, according to the
size of its own display monitor screen, the magnitude of
parallax of the 3D video to generate. Also, the player can
control the presence of the 3D video to display so that the
angle defined by the in-focus plane of the left and right eyes
with respect to the display monitor screen and the angle
defined by the parallax of the 3D video to display can keep
such a relation that will enable the viewer to view the video as
comfortably as possible. As a result, the quality of the 3D
video to view can be further improved.

Although not shown in FIG. 16, a method for recording a
video stream that has been shot by the main shooting section
350, a video stream that has been shot by the sub-shooting
section 351 and the reliability information may also be
adopted. In that case, the video compressing section 315
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encodes the video streams that have been shot by the main and
sub-shooting sections 350 and 351. Furthermore, the video
compressing section 315 multiplexes the video and differen-
tial data that have been encoded and the reliability informa-
tion. And then the multiplexed data is written on the storage
section 316.

According to this method, the camcorder 101 does not need
to include the angle of view matching section 309, the number
of pixels matching section 310, the parallax information gen-
erating section 311 or the image generating section 312.
Instead, the player needs to include an angle of view matching
section 2013, a number of pixels matching section 2014, a
parallax information generating section 2015 and an image
generating section 2016. By performing the same processing
as what is carried out by the image signal processing section
308 (including angle of view matching, number of pixels
matching, generating a differential image, generating a depth
map and correcting the main image using the depth map), the
player can generate 3D video. It can be said that according to
this method, the image processing section 308 shown in FIG.
3 is provided as an image processor independently of the
camcorder and that image processor is built in the player.
Even when such a method is adopted, the same functions as
what has already been described for the embodiment of the
present disclosure can also be performed.

Optionally, depending on who is going to view the 3D
video (e.g., whether the viewer-to-be is an adult or a child),
the player may adjust the magnitude of parallax of the video
to display. By making such an adjustment, the degree of depth
of the 3D video can be changed according to the age of the
viewer. Particularly if the viewer is a child, it is recommended
that the degree of depth be reduced. Alternatively, the stereo-
scopic property of the 3D video may also be changed accord-
ing to the brightness of the given room. Even in the method
shown in FIG. 16(b), these adjustments may also be made at
the playerend. In that case, the player can receive information
about a viewing condition (such as whether the viewerto be is
an adult or a child) from a TV set or a remote controller and
can change the degree of depth of the 3D video appropriately.
It should be noted that the viewing condition does not have to
be the age of the viewer to be but may also be any other piece
of'information indicating any of various other viewer or view-
ing environment related conditions such as the brightness of
the given room and whether the viewer is an authenticated
user or not. Optionally, the player can make adjustment for
reducing the stereoscopic property of a scene if the reliability
information says that the parallax information of that scene
has a low degree of reliability, for example.

FIG. 17(a) illustrates 3D video formed of left and right
video frames that have been shot by the camcorder 101. FIG.
17(b) illustrates 3D video with a reduced stereoscopic prop-
erty, which has been generated by the player. In the video
shown in FIG. 17(b), the positions of the building shot as the
subject are closer to each other between the left and right
video frames compared to the video shown in FIG. 17(a).
That is to say, compared to the video shown in FIG. 17(a), the
building shot in the sub-video frame is located closer to the
left edge. FIG. 17(¢) illustrates 3D video with an enhanced
stereoscopic property, which has been generated by the
player. In the video shown in FIG. 17(c), the positions of the
building shot as the subject are more distant from each other
between the left and right video frames compared to the video
shown in FIG. 17(a). That is to say, compared to the video
shown in FIG. 17(a), the building shot in the sub-video frame
is located closer to the right edge. In this manner, the player
can set the degree of the stereoscopic property arbitrarily
according to various conditions.
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If the camcorder of this embodiment needs to determine,
depending on various conditions, whether 3D video needs to
be generated or not as described above, the following pieces
of'information may be added to any of the recording methods
described above. Depending on the shooting condition on
which video was shot or conditions on the video shot, the
camcorder 101 selectively performs either the processing of
generating 3D video (i.e., outputting 3D video) or the pro-
cessing of generating no 3D video (i.e., not outputting 3D
video). That is why in order to enable the player to distinguish
a portion where 3D video has been generated from a portion
where no 3D video has been generated, the camcorder 101
may write, along with the video to be recorded, identification
information for use to make this decision as auxiliary data. It
should be noted that the “portion where 3D video has been
generated” refers herein to a range of one of multiple frames
that form video (i.e., a temporal portion) that has been gen-
erated as 3D video. The auxiliary data may be comprised of
time information indicating the starting and end times of that
portion where 3D video has been generated or time informa-
tion indicating the starting time and the period in which the
3D video is generated. The auxiliary data does not have to be
such time information but may also be frame numbers or the
magnitude of offset from the top of video data, for example.
That is to say, as long as it includes information that can be
used to distinguish a portion where 3D video has been gen-
erated from a portion where no 3D video has been generated
in the video data to be written, the auxiliary data may be in any
of various forms.

The camcorder 101 generates not only such time informa-
tion that is used to distinguish the portion where 3D video has
been generated (i.e., 3D video) from the portion where no 3D
video has been generated (i.e., 2D video) but also other pieces
of information such as a 2D/3D distinguishing flag. And then
the camcorder 101 writes those pieces of information as aux-
iliary information in AV data (stream) or in a playlist. By
reference to the time information and the 2DD/3D distinguish-
ing flag included in the auxiliary information, the player can
distinguish the 2D/3D shooting periods from each other. And
in accordance with those pieces of information, the player can
perform playback with the 2D and 3D modes switched auto-
matically, can extract and play only 3D shot interval (or
portion), and can perform various other kinds of playback
controls.

Such distinguishing information (control information)
may be either three-value information indicating whether or
not 3D video needs to be output such as “0: unnecessary, 1:
necessary, and 2: up to the system” or four-value information
indicating the degree of stereoscopic property such as “0: low,
1: medium, 2: high, and 3: too high to be safe”. Alternatively,
information with only two values or information with more
than four values may also be used to indicate whether or not
3D video needs to be generated.

Alternatively, instead of indicating, by using such distin-
guishing information, whether or not 3D video needs to be
output, if the degree of stereoscopic property has turned out to
be low by reference to the states of the two video frames
and/or the shooting condition, no parallax information may
be written for that video frame. In that case, the player may be
configured to display 3D video only when receiving the par-
allax information and display non-3D video when receiving
no parallax information.

As will be described later, the information indicating the
magnitude of parallax is a depth map that has been calculated
by detecting the magnitude of parallax of the subject that has
been shot. The depth value of each of the pixels that form this
depth map may be represented by a bit stream of six bits, for
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example. In this example, the distinguishing information as
the control information may be stored as integrated data in
combination with the depth map. Optionally, the integrated
data may be embedded at a particular position in a video
stream (e.g., in an additional information area or in a user
area).

Optionally, reliability information indicating the degree of
reliability of the depth value may be added to the integrated
data. The reliability information may be a piece of informa-
tion provided on a pixel-by-pixel basis, not the information
generated every video frame as described above. Specifically,
the reliability information may be represented, on a pixel-by-
pixel basis, as “1: very reliable, 2: a little reliable, or 3:
unreliable”. And by combining the reliability information (of
two bits, for example) of this depth value with the depth value
of'each of the pixels that form the depth map, the sum may be
handled as overall depth information of eight bits, for
example. Such overall depth information may be written so as
to be embedded in a video stream on a frame-by-frame basis.

Alternatively, by combining the reliability information (of
two bits, for example) of this depth value with the depth value
of'each of the pixels that form the depth map, the sum may be
handled as overall depth information of eight bits, for
example. And such overall depth information may be written
s0 as to be embedded in a video stream on a frame-by-frame
basis. Still alternatively, one frame of an image may be
divided into a plurality of block areas, and the reliability
information of the depth value may be set with respect to each
of those block areas.

Furthermore, the integrated data in which the distinguish-
ing information as the control information is combined with
the depth map may be associated with the time code of a video
stream and may be written as a file on a dedicated file storage
area (which is a so-called “directory” or “folder” in a file
system). It should be noted that the time code is added to each
of'30 or 60 video frames per second. Thus, a particular scene
can be identified by a series of time codes that start with the
one indicating the first frame of that scene and end with the
one indicating the last frame of that scene.

Optionally, the distinguishing information as the control
information and the depth map may be each associated with
the time code of the video stream and those data may be stored
in dedicated file storage areas.

By writing the “control information” and the “information
indicating the magnitude of parallax (i.e., depth map)”
together in this manner, an exciting scene, of which the mag-
nitude of parallax between the left and right video streams is
set appropriately, and a harmful scene, of which the magni-
tude of parallax between the left and right video streams is too
large to avoid affecting viewer’s health, can be marked. That
is why by using that marking, such an exciting scene with a lot
of'stereoscopic property (i.e., which will give 3D impression)
can be searched for (or called) quickly and can be easily
applied to making a highlight playback. In addition, by using
that marking, scenes that do not need to be output as 3D video
or scenes with safety problems can be skipped or those harm-
ful scenes could be processed into safe video again (i.e.,
converted into safe video through signal processing).

Furthermore, by using that marking, only scenes with a
high degree of depth reliability may be selectively played
back. Also, scenes with a low degree of depth reliability may
be converted into safe 3D video with no visual unnaturalness
by reducing the width of the depth range. Alternatively,
scenes with a low degree of depth reliability may also be
converted into video which still gives the viewer a 3D impres-
sion that makes him or her sense the video either projecting
out of the screen or retracting to the depth of the screen but
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which has no visual unnaturalness at all. Still alternatively, as
for scenes with a low degree of depth reliability, the left- and
right-eye video frames may be converted into quite the same
video frame so that 2D video is displayed.

As described above, according to this embodiment, the
main shooting section 350 that shoots one of the two video
streams that form 3D video and the sub-shooting section 351
that shoots video to detect the magnitude of parallax can have
mutually different configurations. In particular, the sub-
shooting section 351 could be implemented to have a simpler
configuration than the main shooting section 350. As a result,
a 3D video shooting device 101 with a simpler configuration
can be provided.

1-3. Modified Examples

In the embodiment described above, the sub-shooting sec-
tion 351 is supposed to capture the left-eye video frame L by
shooting the subject ata wider angle of view for shooting than
the right-eye video frame R captured by the main shooting
section 350. However, this is just an example of the present
disclosure. Alternatively, the shooting angle of view of the
image captured by the sub-shooting section 351 may be the
same as, or narrower than, the shooting angle of view of the
image captured by the main shooting section 350.

In the embodiment described above, the video stream shot
by the main shooting section 350 is supposed to be handled as
the right-eye video stream of 3D video and the video stream
generated by the image generating section 312 is supposed to
be handled as the left-eye video stream. However, this is just
an example of the present disclosure. Alternatively, the main
and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351 may have their relative
positions changed with each other. That is to say, the video
stream shot by the main shooting section 350 may be used as
the left-eye video stream and the image generated by the
image generating section 312 may be used as the right-eye
video stream.

Also, in the foregoing description, the size (288x162 pix-
els) of the video output by the stereo matching section 320 is
just an example. According to the present disclosure, such a
size does not always have to be used but video of any other
size may be handled as well.

Furthermore, in the embodiment described above, the
respective lenses of the main and sub-shooting sections 350
and 351 have mutually different configurations. However,
those lenses may have the same configuration. For example,
the lenses of the main and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351
may be both fixed focal length lenses with the same focal
length or with different focal lengths. In any case, since the
zoom power of the video to be shot is fixed, the angle of view
matching section 310 can determine in advance what portion
needs to be cropped when angle of view matching processing
is carried out on the video streams shot by the two shooting
sections. Alternatively, according to the lens properties of the
two shooting sections, the resolutions of the shooting sections
may be determined to be the best ones during the design
process.

1-4. Effects

As described above, a stereoscopic shooting device
according to this embodiment includes: a main shooting sec-
tion 350 which has an optical zoom function and which gets
afirst image by shooting a subject; a sub-shooting section 351
which gets a second image by shooting the subject; an angle
of view matching section 309 which cuts respective image
portions that would have the same angle of view out of the first
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and second images; a parallax information generating section
311 which generates parallax information indicating parallax
between the two image portions that have been found by the
angle of view matching section 309 to have the same angle of
view; and a reliability information generating section 319
which generates reliability information indicating the degree
of reliability of the parallax information based on at least one
of the first and second images and the parallax information.

With such a configuration adopted, the parallax informa-
tion can be corrected appropriately by reference to the reli-
ability information, and therefore, more appropriate 3D video
can be generated. In addition, a player, which is provided
separately from the shooting device, can make correction on
a scene with inappropriate parallax. As a result, 3D video can
be a safer one by making appropriate correction on a harmful
scene with abrupt popping.

In one embodiment of the present disclosure, the sub-
shooting section 351 gets the second image by shooting the
subject at a wider angle of view than an angle of view at which
the first image is shot.

According to such an embodiment, even if the main shoot-
ing section 350 has shot an image with zooming, the resolu-
tion of an image portion to be cut out of the second image can
be kept relatively high.

In another embodiment, the shooting device further
includes a number of pixels matching section 310 which
matches the respective numbers of pixels of the two image
portions that have been found by the angle of view matching
section 309 to have the same angle of view.

According to such an embodiment, the parallax informa-
tion can be generated easily.

In still another embodiment, the parallax information gen-
erating section 311 performs stereo matching processing on
the two image portions that have had their numbers of pixels
matched to each other by the number of pixels matching
section 309, thereby calculating the magnitude of parallax on
a pixel-by-pixel basis and generating the parallax informa-
tion.

According to such an embodiment, highly accurate paral-
lax information can be obtained.

In yet another embodiment, the reliability information gen-
erating section 319 generates the reliability information
based on the numbers of pixels of the two image portions, on
which stereo matching processing has been performed by the
parallax information generating section 311.

According to such an embodiment, the decision can be
made that the degree of reliability be low if the number of
pixels is so small that the resolution of the parallax informa-
tion is low.

In yet another embodiment, the reliability information gen-
erating section 319 generates the reliability information
based on the degree of matching between the respective fea-
ture points of the two image portions, on which stereo match-
ing processing has been performed by the parallax informa-
tion generating section 311.

According to such an embodiment, even more accurate
reliability information can be generated.

In yet another embodiment, the reliability information gen-
erating section 319 generates the reliability information
based on the degree of similarity in gamma characteristic
between the main and sub-shooting sections 350 and 351.

According to such an embodiment, the control operation
can be performed so that the more similar the gamma char-
acteristics, the higher the degree of reliability is set to be and
that the more dissimilar the gamma characteristics, the lower
the degree of reliability is set to be.
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Inyetanother embodiment, the reliability information gen-
erating section 319 generates the reliability information
based on the degree of similarity in average luminance value
either between the entire first and second images or between
particular local areas that form parts of the first and second
images.

According to such an embodiment, the control operation
can be performed so that the more significant the difference in
average luminance value between the entire images or their
particular local areas, the lower the reliability information is
set to be and that the less significant the difference, the higher
the reliability information is set to be.

Inyetanother embodiment, the reliability information gen-
erating section 319 generates the reliability information
based on the magnitude of a level variation in at least one of
an edge area and an area surrounding an edge of at least one
of'the first and second images.

According to such an embodiment, the control operation
can be performed so that the farther apart the variations in the
luminance value of the edge area between left- and right-eye
images, the lower the value of the reliability information is set
to be.

Inyetanother embodiment, the reliability information gen-
erating section 319 generates the reliability information
based on the horizontal or vertical sizes of respective occlu-
sion areas which are included in the two image portions that
have had their angles of view matched to each other by the
angle of view matching section 310.

According to such an embodiment, the control operation
can be performed so that the larger the size of the occlusion
area from which no parallax information can be obtained, the
lower the value of the reliability information is set to be.

In yet another embodiment, the parallax information gen-
erating section 311 corrects the parallax information by per-
forming horizontal, vertical or time-axis direction adaptive
filtering processing by reference to the reliability informa-
tion.

According to such an embodiment, the parallax informa-
tion can be corrected appropriately so that a scene with a low
degree of reliability will have smaller parallax.

In yet another embodiment, the shooting device generates,
based on the first image and the corrected parallax informa-
tion, an image that forms, along with the first image, a pair of
stereoscopic images.

According to such an embodiment, stereoscopic images, of
which a portion with parallax information having a low
degree of reliability has been corrected appropriately, can be
generated.

In yet another embodiment, the shooting device further
includes a video compression section 315 and storage section
316 which store the first image, the parallax information and
the reliability information.

According to such an embodiment, another device can
correct the parallax information by reference to the reliability
information and can generate stereoscopic images based on
the corrected parallax information.

In yet another embodiment, the shooting device further
includes a video compression section 315 and storage section
316 which store the first image and the parallax information
that has been corrected by reference to the reliability infor-
mation.

According to such an embodiment, another device can
generate appropriate stereoscopic images without perform-
ing correction processing.

A player according to this embodiment generates stereo-
scopic images based on the first image, parallax information
and reliability information that have been generated by the
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stereoscopic shooting device. The player includes an image
processing section 308 which generates, based on the parallax
information that has been corrected by reference to reliability
information, an image that forms, along with the first image,
a pair of stereoscopic images.

According to such an embodiment, stereoscopic images
which have been corrected appropriately according to the
degree of reliability of the parallax information can be gen-
erated.

Embodiment 2

Hereinafter, a second embodiment of the present disclo-
sure will be described. According to this embodiment, two
sub-shooting sections are provided, which is a major differ-
ence from the first embodiment. The following description of
this second embodiment will be focused on only those differ-
ences from the first embodiment, and their common features
will not be described all over again to avoid redundancies.

2-1. Configuration

FIG. 18 illustrates the appearance of a camcorder 1800 as
a second embodiment of the present disclosure. The cam-
corder 1800 shown in FIG. 18 includes a center lens unit 1801
and first and second sub-lens units 1802 and 1803 which are
arranged around the center lens unit 1801. However, the
lenses do not always have to be arranged this way. For
example, the first and second sub-lens units 1802 and 1803
may also be arranged so that the distance between the first and
second sub-lens units 1802 and 1803 becomes approximately
equivalent to the interval between the left and right eyes of a
human viewer. In that case, as will be described later, the
magnitude of parallax between the left- and right-eye video
streams of the 3D video that has been generated based on the
video streams shot by the center lens unit 1801 can be closer
to the magnitude of parallax when the object is seen with the
person’s eyes. Then, the first and second sub-lens units 1802
and 1803 are arranged so that their lens centers are located
substantially on the same horizontal plane.

As for the position of the center lens unit 1801, the center
lens unit 1801 is typically located at substantially the same
distance from both of the first and second sub-lens units 1802
and 1803. The reason is that in generating left- and right-eye
video streams that form 3D video based on the video that has
been shot with the center lens unit 1801, the video streams
would be horizontally symmetric to each other more easily in
that case. In the example illustrated in FIG. 18, the first and
second sub-lens units 1802 and 1803 are arranged adjacent to
the lens barrel portion 1804 of the center lens unit 1801. In
this case, if the center lens unit 1801 has a substantially
completely round shape, then the first and second sub-lens
units 1802 and 1803 would be located substantially horizon-
tally symmetrically with respect to the center lens unit 1801.

FIG. 19 illustrates a general hardware configuration for this
camcorder 1800. Instead of the main shooting unit 250 of the
first embodiment, this camcorder 1800 includes a center
shooting unit 1950 with a group of lenses of the center lens
unit 1801 (which will be referred to herein as a “center lens
group 1900”). Also, instead of the sub-shooting unit 251, this
camcorder 1800 includes a first sub-shooting unit 1951 with
a group of lenses of the first sub-lens unit 1802 (which will be
referred to herein as a “first sub-lens group 1904”) and a
second sub-shooting unit 1952 with a group of lenses of the
second sub-lens unit 1803 (which will be referred to herein as
a “second sub-lens group 1908”). The center shooting unit
1950 includes not only the center lens group 1900 but also a
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CCD 1901, an A/D converting IC 1902, and an actuator 1903
as well. The first sub-shooting unit 1951 includes not only the
first sub-lens group 1904 but also a CCD 1905, an A/D con-
verting IC 1906, and an actuator 1907 as well. And the second
sub-shooting unit 1952 includes not only the second sub-lens
group 1908 but also a CCD 1909, an A/D converting IC 1910,
and an actuator 1911 as well.

In this embodiment, the center lens group 1900 of the
center shooting unit 1950 is a group of bigger lenses than the
first sub-lens group 1904 of the first sub-shooting unit 1951 or
the second sub-lens group 1908 of the second sub-shooting
unit 1952. Also, the center shooting unit 1950 has a zoom
function. The reason is that as the video shot through the
center lens group 1900 forms the base of 3D video to gener-
ate, the center shooting unit 1950 suitably has high condens-
ing ability and is able to change the zoom power of shooting
arbitrarily.

Meanwhile, the first sub-lens group 1904 of the first sub-
shooting unit 1951 and the second sub-lens group 1908 of the
second sub-shooting unit 1952 may be comprised of smaller
lenses than the center lens group 1900 of the center shooting
unit 1950. Also, the first and second sub-shooting units 1951
and 1952 do not have to have the zoom function.

Furthermore, the respective CCDs 1905 and 1909 of the
first and second sub-shooting units 1951 and 1952 have a
higher resolution than the CCD 1901 of the center shooting
unit 1950. The video stream that has been shot with the first or
second sub-shooting unit 1951 or 1952 could be partially
cropped out by electronic zooming when processed by the
stereo matching section 2030 to be described later. For that
reason, it will be beneficial if the resolution of these CCDs is
high enough to maintain the definition of the image even in
such a situation.

In the other respects, the hardware configuration is the
same as that of the first embodiment that has already been
described with reference to FIG. 2. And description thereof
will be omitted herein.

FIG. 20 illustrates an arrangement of functional blocks for
this camcorder 1800. Compared to the first embodiment, this
camcorder 1800 includes a center shooting section 2050
instead of the main shooting section 350 and first and second
sub-shooting sections 2051 and 2052 instead of the sub-
shooting section 351. However, the center shooting section
2050 and the main shooting section 350 have substantially the
same function, and the first and second sub-shooting sections
2051 and 2052 have substantially the same function as the
sub-shooting section 351.

Although the camcorder 1800 is supposed to have the
configuration shown in FIG. 18 in this embodiment, this is
only an example of the present disclosure and this configura-
tion does not have to be adopted. For example, a configuration
with three or more sub-shooting sections may also be
adopted. Furthermore, the sub-shooting sections do not
always have to be arranged on the same horizontal plane as
the center shooting section. Optionally, one of the sub-shoot-
ing sections may be intentionally arranged at a different ver-
tical position from the center shooting section or the other
sub-shooting section. With such a configuration adopted,
video that would give the viewer a vertically stereoscopic
impression can be shot. By providing multiple sub-shooting
sections in this manner, the camcorder 1800 can shoot video
from various angles. That is to say, multi-viewpoint shooting
can be carried out.

Just like the image signal processing section 308 of the first
embodiment, the image signal processing section 2012 also
includes an angle of view matching section 2013, a number of
pixels matching section 2014, a parallax information gener-
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ating section 2015, an image generating section 2016, and a
shooting control section 2017.

The angle of view matching section 2013 matches the
respective angles of view of the video streams that have been
supplied from the center shooting section 2050 and the first
and second sub-shooting sections 2051 and 2052. Unlike the
first embodiment described above, the angle of view match-
ing section 2013 performs the processing of matching the
respective angles of view of the video streams that have been
shot from three different angles.

The number of pixels matching section 2014 performs the
processing of matching the respective numbers of pixels of
the three video streams that have had their angles of view
matched to each other by the angle of view matching section
2013.

The parallax information generating section 2015 detects
the magnitude of parallax of the subject that has been shot
based on the three video streams that have had their angles of
view and numbers of pixels matched to each other by the
angle of view matching section 2013 and the number of pixels
matching section 2014, thereby generating two depth maps.

By reference to the magnitude of parallax (i.e., the depth
map) of the subject shot, which has been generated by the
parallax information generating section 2015, the image gen-
erating section 2016 generates left- and right-eye video
streams that form 3D video based on the video that has been
shot by the center shooting section 2050.

The reliability information generating section 2023 gener-
ates reliability information indicating the respective degrees
of reliability of the two depth maps that have been generated
by the parallax information generating section 2015. The
reliability information is referred to by the parallax informa-
tion generating section 2015, thereby correcting the two
depth maps.

According to the magnitude of parallax that has been cal-
culated by the parallax information generating section 2015,
the shooting control section 2017 controls the shooting con-
ditions on the center shooting section 2050 and the first and
second sub-shooting sections 2051 and 2052.

The horizontal direction detecting section 2022, the dis-
play section 2018, the video compression section 2019, the
storage section 2020 and the input section 2021 are respec-
tively the same as the horizontal direction detecting section
318, the display section 314, the video compression section
315, the storage section 316 and the input section 317 of the
first embodiment described above, and description thereof
will be omitted herein.

2-2. Operation

<2-2-1. 3D Video Signal Generation Processing>

Hereinafter, 3D video signal generation processing accord-
ing to this embodiment will be described. The 3D video signal
generation processing of this embodiment is significantly
different from that of the first embodiment in the following
respects. Specifically, three video signals are supplied to the
image signal processing section 2012 from the center shoot-
ing section 2050 and the first and second sub-shooting sec-
tions 2051 and 2052, and two pieces of parallax information
are calculated based on the video signals supplied from those
three shooting sections. After that, by reference to the paral-
lax information thus calculated, left- and right-eye video
streams that will newly form 3D video are generated based on
the video that has been shot by the center shooting section
2050.

If in the processing step of computing and generating 3D
video based on the so-called “stereo base distance” corre-
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sponding to the interval between a person’s right and left eyes
and the parallax information, these computational coeffi-
cients are changed, the presence of the 3D video can be
controlled. As a result, the quality of the 3D video to be
viewed can be further improved.

FIG. 21 shows how the angle of view matching processing
is performed by the angle of view matching section 2013 on
the three video frames supplied thereto. Using the video
frame Center that has been shot by the center shooting section
2050 as a reference, the angle of view matching section 2013
does the work of cropping portions that have the same angle
of view as what has been shot by the center shooting section
2050 from the video frames Subl and Sub2 that have been
shot by the first and second sub-shooting sections 2051 and
2052. In that case, the angle of view matching section 2013
may either match the angles of view based on the video
supplied as in the first embodiment described above or deter-
mine the angle of view according to the contents of the control
operation performed by the shooting control section 2017
during shooting (e.g., the zoom power of the center shooting
section 2050 and the fixed focal length of the first and second
sub-shooting sections 2051 and 2052, in particular).

In the example illustrated in FIG. 21, by reference to the
video frame with a size of 1920x1080 pixels that has been
shot by the center shooting section 2050, a portion with a size
ot 1280x720 pixels having the same angle of view is cropped
from each of the video frames with a size 0 3840x2160 pixels
that have been shot by the first and second sub-shooting
sections 2051 and 2052.

FIG. 22 shows a result of the processing that has been
performed by the angle of view matching section 2013, the
number of pixels matching section 2014, the parallax infor-
mation generating section 2015 and the image generating
section 2016. As in the example described above, the number
of pixels matching section 2014 performs the processing of
matching the respective numbers of pixels of the three video
frames that have had their angles of view matched to each
other. In this example, the video frame that has been shot by
the center shooting section 2050 has a size of 1920x1080
pixels, while the video frames that have been shot by the first
and second sub-shooting sections 2051 and 2052 and then
cropped both have a size of 1280x720 pixels. As shown in
FIG. 22, the number of pixels matching section 2014 matches
these numbers of pixels to a size of 288x162 as in the first
embodiment described above. The reason is that in order to
get the image signal processing done easily by the image
signal processing section 2012 as a whole, it is a good mea-
sure to take to match the sizes of the three video frames to a
predetermined target size. For that reason, it is recommended
that instead of simply matching the numbers of pixels to one
of' the three video frames that has a smaller number of pixels
than any other video frame, not only the respective numbers
of pixels of the three video frames are matched to each other
but also the image size is changed to the one that is easily
processed by the overall system.

Although the processing is supposed to be carried out as
described above in this embodiment, this is only an example
of'thetechnique of the present disclosure and such processing
is not always performed. Optionally, the processing may also
be carried out so that the respective numbers of pixels are
matched to the video frame that has a smaller number of
pixels than any of the other two video frames.

The parallax information generating section 2015 detects
the magnitude of parallax between the three video frames.
Specifically, the parallax information generating section
2015 obtains, through calculations, information indicating
the difference A (Cs/S1s) between the center video frame Cs
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shot by the center shooting section 2050 and the first sub-
video frame S1s shot by the first sub-shooting section 2051,
which have had their numbers of pixels matched to each other
by the number of pixels matching section 2014. In addition,
the parallax information generating section 2015 also
obtains, through calculations, information indicating the dif-
ference A (Cs/S2s) between the center video frame Cs shot by
the center shooting section 2050 and the second sub-video
frame S2s shot by the second sub-shooting section 2052,
which have had their numbers of pixels matched to each other
by the number of pixels matching section 2014. Based on
these pieces of differential information, the parallax informa-
tion generating section 2015 defines information indicating
the respective magnitudes of parallax of the left- and right-
eye video frames (i.e., a depth map).

In determining the respective magnitudes of parallax of the
left- and right-eye video frames based on those differences A
(Cs/S1s) and A (Cs/S2s), the parallax information generating
section 2015 may take the degree ofhorizontal symmetry into
account. For example, if there is any pixel at which signifi-
cantly great parallax is produced only on the left-eye video
frame but at which no parallax is produced at all on the
right-eye video frame, then the more reliable value may be
adopted in determining the magnitude of parallax at such an
extreme pixel. That is to say, the magnitude of parallax may
be finally determined with the respective magnitudes of par-
allax of the left- and right-eye video frames taken into account
in this manner. In that case, even if any disorder (such as
disturbed video) occurred locally in one of the video frames
supplied from the first and second sub-shooting sections 2051
and 2052, the parallax information generating section 2015
can also reduce the influence on the magnitude of parallax
calculated according to the degree of symmetry between the
left- and right-eye video frames.

The image generating section 2016 generates left- and
right-eye video frames that will form 3D video based on the
depth map generated by the parallax information generating
section 2015 and the video frame shot by the center shooting
section 2050. Specifically, as shown in FIG. 23, either the
subject or a video portion is moved by reference to the depth
map either to the left or to the right according to the magni-
tude of parallax with respect to the video Center that has been
shot by the center shooting section 2050, thereby generating
aright-eye video frame Right and a left-eye video frame Left.
In the example shown in FIG. 23, in the left-eye video frame,
the building shot as the subject has shifted to the right by the
magnitude of parallax with respect to its position on the center
video frame. On the other hand, the background portion is the
same as in the video frame shot by the center shooting section
2050 because the magnitude of parallax is small there. In the
same way, in the right-eye video frame, the building shot as
the subject has shifted to the left by the magnitude of parallax
with respect to its position on the center video frame. On the
other hand, the background portion is the same as in the video
frame shot by the center shooting section 2050 for the same
reason.

<2-2-2. Shooting Video by Reference to Parallax Informa-
tion>

The shooting control section 2017 performs a control
operation as in the first embodiment described above. Spe-
cifically, the center shooting section 2050 mainly shoots a
video frame that forms the base of 3D video, while the first
and second sub-shooting sections 2051 and 2052 shoot video
frames that are used to obtain parallax information with
respect to the video frame that has been shot by the center
shooting section 2050. That is why the shooting control sec-
tion 2017 gets effective shooting controls performed on the
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first optical section 2000 and first and second sub-optical
sections 2004 and 2008 by the optical control sections 2003,
2007 and 2011 according to their intended use. Examples of
such shooting controls include exposure and autofocus con-
trols as in the first embodiment described above.

On top of that, in this embodiment, since there are three
shooting sections, namely, the center shooting section 2050
and first and second sub-shooting sections 2051 and 2052, the
shooting control section 2017 also controls the cooperation
between these three shooting sections. In particular, the first
and second sub-shooting sections 2051 and 2052 shoot video
frames that are used to obtain pieces of parallax information
for the left- and right-eye video frames when 3D video is
going to be generated. For that reason, the first and second
sub-shooting sections 2051 and 2052 may perform symmet-
ric controls in cooperation with each other. Thus, in control-
ling the first and second sub-shooting sections 2051 and 2052,
the shooting control section 2017 performs a control opera-
tion with these constraints taken into account.

3D video is generated by reference to the degree of hori-
zontal parallelism information, and the decision is made
whether or not 3D video needs to be generated, as in the first
embodiment described above, and description thereof will be
omitted herein.

<2-2-3.3D Video Recording Methods>

As in the first embodiment described above, multiple meth-
ods may be used in this embodiment to record 3D video.
Hereinafter, those recording methods will be described with
reference to FIG. 24.

FIG. 24(a) shows a method in which the left and right video
streams that have been generated by the image generating
section 2016 to form 3D video are encoded by the video
compression section 2019 and in which the encoded data is
multiplexed and then stored in the storage section 2020.
According to this method, as long as the player can divide the
data written into data streams for the left and right video
streams and then decode and read those data streams, the 3D
video recorded can be reproduced. That is to say, an advan-
tage of this method is that the player can have a relatively
simple configuration.

On the other hand, FIG. 24(b) shows a method for record-
ing the center video stream (main video stream) shot by the
center shooting section 2050 to form the base of 3D video and
the respective depth maps (i.e., the magnitudes of parallax) of
the left and right video streams with respect to the center
video stream. According to this method, the video compres-
sion section 2019 encodes, as data, the video stream that has
been shot by the center shooting section 2050 and the left and
right depth maps with respect to that video stream. After that,
the video compression section 2019 multiplexes those
encoded data and writes them on the storage section 2020. In
that case, the player reads the data from the storage section
2020, classifies it according to the data types, and then
decodes those classified data. Furthermore, based on the cen-
ter video stream decoded, the player generates and displays
left and right video streams that will form 3D video by refer-
ence to the left and right depth maps. An advantage of this
method is that the size of data to be written can be reduced by
using only a single video data stream, which usually has a
huge data size, and also recording depth maps that need to be
used to generate left and right video streams.

According to the method shown in FIG. 24(c), the video
stream shot by the center shooting section 2050 to form the
base of 3D video is also recorded as in FIG. 24(5). In this
method, however, information (i.e., differential images) indi-
cating the difference between the video stream shot by the
center shooting section 2050 and the video stream shot by the
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first sub-shooting section 2051 and the difference between
the video stream shot by the center shooting section 2050 and
the video stream shot by the second sub-shooting section
2052 is written instead of the depth map information, whichis
a major difference from the method shown in FIG. 24(b).
According to this method, the video compression section
2019 encodes the video stream shot by the center shooting
section 2050 and the left and right differential information A
(Cs/Rs) and A (Cs/Ls) with respect to the center shooting
section 2050, multiplexes them and writes them on the stor-
age section 2020. The player classifies the data stored in the
storage section 2020 according to the data type and decodes
them. After that, the player calculates depth maps based on
the differential information A (Cs/Rs) and A (Cs/Ls) and
generates and displays left and right video streams that form
3D video based on the video stream that has been shot by the
center shooting section 2050. An advantage of this method is
that the player can generate depth maps and 3D video accord-
ing to the performance of its own display monitor. As a result,
3D video can be played back according to the respective
playback conditions.

Optionally, in any of the recording methods shown in FIG.
24, reliability information may be recorded as well. If reli-
ability information is recorded, then the player can adjust 3D
video according to the degree of reliability, of the depth map,
and therefore, even safer 3D video can be played back.

2-3. Effects

By adopting such a configuration, the camcorder of this
embodiment can generate left and right video streams that
will form 3D video based on the video stream that has been
shot by the center shooting section 2050. If one of the left and
right video streams has been shot actually but if the other
video stream has been generated based on the former video
stream that has been shot actually as in the related art, then the
degrees of reliability of the left and right video streams will be
significantly imbalanced. On the other hand, according to this
embodiment, both of the left and right video streams have
been generated based on the basic video stream that has been
shot. That is why video can be generated with the horizontal
symmetry as 3D video taken into account. Consequently,
more horizontally balanced, more natural video can be gen-
erated.

In addition, as in the first embodiment described above, not
every shooting section (shooting unit) has to have substan-
tially equivalent configurations, and therefore, the center
shooting section 2050 that shoots a video stream to form the
base of 3D video and the sub-shooting sections 2051 and
2052 that shoot video streams that are used to detect the
magnitude of parallax may have different configurations. In
particular, the sub-shooting sections 2051 and 2052 that are
used to detect the magnitudes of parallax could be imple-
mented to have a simpler configuration than the center shoot-
ing section 2050. As aresult, a 3D video shooting device 1800
with an even simpler configuration is provided.

As in the embodiments described above, the size of the
video stream output by the number of pixels matching section
2014 in this embodiment is just an example and does not
always have to be adopted according to the present disclosure.
A video stream of any other size may also be handled.

Other Embodiments

Although Embodiments 1 and 2 have been described
herein as just examples of the technique of the present dis-
closure, various modifications, replacements, additions or
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omissions can be readily made on those embodiments as
needed and the present disclosure is intended to cover all of
those variations. Also, a new embodiment can also be created
by combining respective elements that have been described
for those embodiments disclosed herein.

Thus, some of those other embodiments of the present
disclosure will be described as just an example.

In the first and second embodiments described above, the
camcorder shown in FIG. 1(b) or FIG. 18 is supposed to be
used. However, these are just examples of the present disclo-
sure and the camcorder of the present disclosure may have
any other configuration. For example, the camcorder may
also have the configuration shown in FIG. 25.

FIG. 25(a) illustrates an exemplary arrangement in which
a sub-shooting unit 2503 is arranged on the left-hand side of
amain shooting unit 2502 on a front view of the camcorder. In
this configuration, the sub-shooting unit 2503 is supported by
a sub-lens supporting portion 2501 and arranged distant from
the body. Contrary to the first embodiment described above,
the camcorder of this example can use the video shot by the
main shooting section as left video stream.

FIG. 25(b) illustrates an exemplary arrangement in which
a sub-shooting unit 2504 is arranged on the right-hand side of
the main shooting unit 2502 on a front view of the camcorder
conversely to the arrangement shown in FIG. 30(a). In this
configuration, the sub-shooting unit 2504 is supported by a
sub-lens supporting portion 2502 and arranged distant from
the body. In such a configuration, there is a longer distance
between the main shooting unit 2502 and the sub-shooting
unit 2504 than in the configuration of the first embodiment,
and therefore, the camcorder can shoot video with greater
parallax.

In the configurations of the first and second embodiments
described above in which the main shooting section (or center
shooting section) has a zoom lens and the sub-shooting sec-
tions have a fixed focal length lens, the camcorder may also be
configured to shoot 3D video so that the focal length of the
zoom optical system agrees with the focal length of the fixed
focal length lens. In that case, 3D video will be shot with the
main and sub-shooting sections having the same optical zoom
power. If no 3D video is shot but if non-3D video is shot as in
the related art, then the main shooting section may shoot
video with its zoom lens moved. With such a configuration
adopted, 3D video is shot with the zoom powers of the main
and sub-shooting sections set to be equal to each other. As a
result, the image signal processing section can perform the
angle of view matching processing and other kinds of pro-
cessing relatively easily.

Also, even if the main shooting section shoots a video
stream with the zoom lens moved while 3D video is being
shot, the 3D video may be generated only if the electronic
zoom power at which the angle of view matching section of
the image processing section crops a corresponding portion
from the video stream that has been shot by the sub-shooting
section falls within a predetermined range (e.g., only when
the zoom power is 4x or less). The camcorder may be con-
figured so that if the zoom power exceeds that predetermined
range, the 3D video stops being generated and the image
signal processing section outputs conventional non-3D video
that has been shot by the main shooting section. In that case,
3D video will stop being generated in the shot portion where
the zoom power is so high that the depth information calcu-
lated (i.e., the depth map) has a low degree of reliability. As a
result, the quality of the 3D video generated can be kept
relatively high.

Furthermore, if depth information (depth map) has been
obtained in the configuration in which the main shooting
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section has a zoom lens and the sub-shooting sections have a
fixed focal length lens, then the optical diaphragm of the
zoom optical system or the fixed-focal-length optical system
may be removed. For example, suppose in 3D video shot, a
subject that is located at or more distant than 1 m from the
camcorder is in focus over the entire screen. In that case, since
the subject is in focus over the entire screen, defocused (or
blurred) video can be generated through image processing.
According to the optical diaphragm method, a depth range to
produce blur is determined uniquely by the aperture size of
the diaphragm due to a property of the optical system. On the
other hand, according to image processing, the depth range to
have enhanced definition and the depth range to produce blur
intentionally can be controlled arbitrarily. For example, the
depth width of the depth range to have enhanced definition
may be broader than the situation where the optical dia-
phragm is used or the definition of the subject can be
enhanced in multiple depth ranges.

Furthermore, the optical axis direction of the main shoot-
ing section 350 or the sub-shooting section 351 may be
shifted. That is to say, the camcorder may change the modes
of’3D shooting from the parallel mode into the crossing mode,
or vice versa. Specifically, by getting a lens barrel and an
image capturing section including the lens that forms part of
the sub-shooting section 351 driven by a controlled motor, for
example, the optical axis can be shifted. With such a configu-
ration adopted, the camcorder can change the modes of shoot-
ing from the parallel method into the crossing method, or vice
versa, according to the subject or the shooting condition. Or
the position of the crossing point may be moved in the cross-
ing mode or any other kind of control may be performed.
Optionally, such a control may also be carried out as an
electronic control instead of the mechanical control using a
motor, for example. For example, as the lens of the sub-
shooting section 351, a fish-eye lens that has a much wider
angle than the lens of the main-shooting section 350 may be
used. In that case, the video stream that has been shot by the
sub-shooting section 351 has a broader range (i.e., a wider
angle) than a video stream shot through a normal lens, and
therefore, includes the video stream that has been shot by the
main shooting section 350. By reference to the video that has
been shot by the main shooting section 350, the angle of view
matching section 320 crops a range that will be included when
shot in the crossing mode from the video stream that has been
shot by the sub-shooting section 351. The video that has been
shot through a fish-eye lens is likely to have a distorted
peripheral portion by nature. In view of this consideration, the
angle of view matching section 320 makes distortion correc-
tion on the image while cropping that video portion. If such
processing has been carried out, even without mechanically
shifting the optical axes of the main shooting section 350 and
the sub-shooting section 351, the camcorder can also change
the modes of shooting from the parallel mode into the cross-
ing mode shooting, and vice versa, by electronic processing.
In that case, it is recommended that the resolution of the
sub-shooting section 351 be set to be sufficiently higher (e.g.,
twice or more as high as) that of the main shooting section
350. The reason is that as the video stream that has been shot
by the sub-shooting section 351 is supposed to be cropped
through the angle of view matching processing, the portion to
be cropped needs to have as high a resolution as possible. In
this example, it has been described how to use a wide angle
lens such as a fish-eye lens in the configuration of the first
embodiment. However, even if the configuration of the sec-
ond embodiment (including a center lens and first and second
sub-lenses) is adopted, the method described above is appli-
cable to two of the at least three lenses.
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Furthermore, the parallax information generating section
311 or 2015 may change the accuracy with which (or the step
width at which) depth information (depth map) is calculated
according to the position, distribution and contour of the
subject within the angle of view of shooting. For example, the
parallax information generating section 311 or 2015 may set
the step width of the depth information to be broad with
respect to a certain subject and may set the step width of the
depth information inside that subject to be fine. That is to say,
the parallax information generating section 311 or 2015 may
define depth information that has a hierarchical structure
inside and outside of the subject according to the angle of
view of the video be shot or the contents of the composition.

As for the parallax of a stereoscopic image, the magnitude
of parallax decreases in a distant subject as already described
with reference to FIG. 13. That is why if the subject distances
(or subject distance ranges) in three situations where the
magnitudes of parallax are three pixels, two pixels and one
pixel, respectively, are compared to each other with respect to
animage with a horizontal resolution 0f 288 pixels, then it can
be seen that the smaller the magnitude of parallax, the broader
the subject distance range. That is to say, the more distant the
subject is, the smaller the sensitivity of the variation in the
magnitude of parallax to the variation in subject distance.
Thus, the more distant the subject is, the more and more often
the subject within the subject distance range with the same
magnitude of parallax is sensed to have the same depth. As a
result, a so-called “backdrop” effect is produced. In this
description, the “backdrop” effect refers herein to a phenom-
enon that a certain portion of a video frame looks flat just the
backdrop of stage setting at a theater.

That is why if the variation in depth can be estimated based
on the contour line and the tilt of the plane by cutting the
contour and texture out of the video, then the magnitude of
parallax of one pixel can be evenly divided into two or four
based on that variation in depth. By dividing the magnitude of
parallax evenly into two or four in this manner, the sensitivity
of the parallax can increased twice or four times. As a result,
the backdrop effect can be reduced.

In this manner, the parallax information generating section
311 or 2015 can calculate the depth information more accu-
rately and can represent a subtle depth in an object. In addi-
tion, the camcorder can also turn 3D video to generate into
video with varying portions by intentionally increasing or
decreasing the depth of a characteristic portion of 3D video to
generate. Furthermore, as another application, the camcorder
can also calculate and generate an image as viewed from an
arbitrary viewpoint by applying the principle of the trigonom-
etry to the depth information and the main image.

Generally speaking, in a situation where given video
includes 3D information, if the camcorder itself further
includes storage means and learning means and does learn
something about the video and stores it over and over again,
then the camcorder can understand the composition of the
given video, comprised of a subject and the background, as
well as a human being does. For example, if the distance to a
subject is known, then that subject can be recognized by its
size, contour, texture, color or motion (including information
about the acceleration or angular velocity). Consequently,
without cropping only a subject in a particular color as in the
chroma key processing, an image representing a person or an
object at a particular distance can be cropped, and even an
image representing a particular person or object can also be
cropped based on a result of the recognition. Ifthe given video
includes 3D information, the technique of the present disclo-
sure can be extended to the computer graphics (CG) process-
ing. As aresult, video shot and computer generated video data
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may be synthesized together in virtual reality (VR), aug-
mented reality (AR), mixed reality (MR) and other applica-
tions.

Other than that, it is also possible to make the camcorder
recognize the infinitely spreading blue region in the upper
part of a video frame to be the blue sky and white fragments
scattered on the blue sky region of the video to be clouds.
Likewise, it is also possible to make the camcorder recognize
a grey region spreading from the middle toward the lower
portion of the video frame to be a road and an object having
transparent portions (i.e., a windshield and windows) and
black round doughnut portions (i.e., tires) to be a car. Further-
more, even if the object has a car shape, the camcorder can
determine, by measuring the distance, whether the objectis a
real car or a toy car. Once the distance to a person or an object
as the subject is known in this manner, the camcorder can
recognize more accurately that person or the object.

It should be noted that as the storage means and learning
means of the camcorder itself have a storage capacity limit or
processing performance limit, a high-performance cloud ser-
vice function with a database with the ability to recognize the
given object more accurately may be provided by getting the
functions of such storage means or leaning means performed
by any other device on a network such as the Web. In that case,
video shot may be sent from the camcorder to a cloud server
on the network and an inquiry for something to recognize or
learn may be submitted to the server.

In response, the cloud server on the network sends the
meaning data of the subject or the background included in the
video shot or the description data about a place or a person
from the past through the present to the camcorder. In this
manner, the camcorder can be used as a more intelligent
terminal.

Although the first and second embodiments of the present
disclosure have been described as being implemented as a
camcorder, that is just an example of the present disclosure
and the present disclosure may be carried out in any other
form. For example, in an alternative embodiment, some func-
tions to be performed by hardware components in the cam-
corder described above may also be carried out using a soft-
ware program. And by getting such a program executed by a
computer including a processor, the various kinds of image
processing described above can get done.

Also, in the various embodiments of the present disclosure
described above, the camcorder is supposed to generate and
record 3D video. However, the shooting method and image
processing method described above are also applicable in the
same way to even a shooting device that generates only still
pictures.

Various embodiments have been described as examples of
the technique of the present disclosure by providing the
accompanying drawings and a detailed description for that
purpose.

That is why the elements illustrated on those drawings
and/or mentioned in the foregoing description include not
only essential elements that need to be used to overcome the
problems described above but also other inessential elements
that do nothave to be used to overcome those problems but are
just mentioned or illustrated to give an example of the tech-
nique of the present disclosure. Therefore, please do not make
a superficial decision that those inessential additional ele-
ments are indispensable ones simply because they are illus-
trated or mentioned on the drawings or the description.

Also, the embodiments disclosed herein are just an
example of the technique of the present disclosure, and there-
fore, can be subjected to various modifications, replacements,
additions or omissions as long as those variations fall within
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the scope of the present disclosure as defined by the appended
claims and can be called equivalents.

The technique of the present disclosure can be used in a
shooting device that shoots either a moving picture or a still
picture.

While the present invention has been described with
respect to exemplary embodiments thereof, it will be apparent
to those skilled in the art that the disclosed invention may be
modified in numerous ways and may assume many embodi-
ments other than those specifically described above. Accord-
ingly, it is intended by the appended claims to cover all
modifications of the invention that fall within the true spirit
and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A stereoscopic shooting device comprising:

afirst shooting section having an optical zoom function and

being configured to obtain a first image by shooting a

subject, the optical zoom function affecting an angle of

view of the first image;

a second shooting section configured to obtain a second

image by shooting the subject; and

an image signal processor configured to process the first

and second images, the image signal processor includ-

ing:

an angle of view matching section configured to cut
respective image portions that would have the same
angle of view out of the first and second images;

a parallax information generating section configured to
generate parallax information indicating parallax
between the two image portions that have been found
by the angle of view matching section to have the
same angle of view;

a reliability information generating section configured
to generate reliability information indicating the
degree of reliability of the parallax information based
on at least one of the first and second images and the
parallax information; and

an image generating section configured to generate,
based on the parallax information and the first image,
a third image that forms, along with the first image, a
pair of stereoscopic images, and

wherein the parallax information generating section is con-

figured to correct the parallax information by reference

to the reliability information, and

the image generating section is configured to generate,

when the parallax information has been corrected, the

third image based on the corrected parallax information.

2. The stereoscopic shooting device of claim 1, wherein the
parallax information generating section is configured to cor-
rect the parallax information so as to reduce the parallax when
the degree of reliability of the parallax information is lower
than a predetermined degree.

3. The stereoscopic shooting device of claim 1, wherein the
image signal processor further includes a controller config-
ured to activate the parallax information generating section
only if a distance to the subject to be determined by the focal
length of an optical system of the first or second shooting
section is smaller than a predetermined threshold value.

4. The stereoscopic shooting device of claim 1, wherein the
second shooting section is configured to obtain the second
image by shooting the subject at a wider angle of view than an
angle of view at which the first image is shot.

5. The stereoscopic shooting device of claim 1, further
comprising a number of pixels matching section configured
to match the respective numbers of pixels of the two image
portions that have been found by the angle of view matching
section to have the same angle of view,
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wherein the parallax information generating section is con-
figured to perform stereo matching processing on the
two image portions that have had their numbers of pixels
matched to each other by the number of pixels matching
section, thereby calculating the magnitude of parallax
on a pixel-by-pixel basis and generating the parallax
information.

6. The stereoscopic shooting device of claim 1, wherein the
parallax information generating section is configured to cor-
rect the parallax information by performing horizontal, ver-
tical or time-axis direction adaptive filtering processing by
reference to the reliability information.

7. The stereoscopic shooting device of claim 1, wherein the
reliability information generating section is configured to
generate the reliability information based on the numbers of
pixels of the two image portions, from which the parallax
information has been obtained by the parallax information
generating section.

8. The stereoscopic shooting device of claim 1, wherein the
reliability information generating section configured to gen-
erate the reliability information based on the degree of match-
ing between the respective feature points of the two image
portions, from which the parallax information has been
obtained by the parallax information generating section.

9. The stereoscopic shooting device of claim 8, wherein the
reliability information generating section is configured to
generate the reliability information by estimating the degree
of matching between the respective corners included in the
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two image portions, from which the parallax information has
been obtained by the parallax information generating section,
based on cross-correlation on a predetermined block area
basis.

10. The stereoscopic shooting device of claim 1, wherein
the reliability information generating section is configured to
generate the reliability information based on the degree of
similarity in gamma characteristic between the first and sec-
ond shooting sections.

11. The stereoscopic shooting device of claim 1, wherein
the reliability information generating section is configured to
generate the reliability information based on the degree of
similarity in average luminance value either between the
entire first and second images or between particular local
areas that form parts of the first and second images.

12. The stereoscopic shooting device of claim 1, wherein
the reliability information generating section is configured to
generate the reliability information based on the magnitude of
a level variation in at least one of an edge area and an area
surrounding an edge in at least one of the first and second
images.

13. The stereoscopic shooting device of claim 1, wherein
the reliability information generating section is configured to
generate the reliability information based on the horizontal or
vertical sizes of respective occlusion areas which are included
in the two image portions that have had their angles of view
matched to each other by the angle of view matching section.

#* #* #* #* #*



